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Paper #5—Comparison Essay—4-6 pages Due:  Wednesday midnight, April 20th on Sakai and 3 copies in class on Thursday, April 21. 

Write draft two of Paper #5: Upload by midnight on Sunday, May 1.

· Write a 4-6-page essay in which you discuss two of the following: a section of Angela’s Ashes, a section of the Year of Magical Thinking, a section of On Grief, which you find particularly moving or memorable. 

· What is similar or different in these situations? What is similar or different in the writing?  For each of the two books you choose, discuss both the situation in itself and the way Didion, McCourt, or Lewis write about this situation.  For example, you might look at their choice of words, use of humor, use of repetition, use of structure, use of detail, use of other texts, or use of recurring themes (Choose one or two of these). 

· Now consider your own life.  Have you found yourself in situations similar to or different from the situations you have chosen in Didion, McCourt, or Lewis?

· If similar, have you ever written about your situation before?  If so, what did you learn from your writing?  If not, write about it now, or discuss why you are not ready to write about it.
· If different, discuss a memorable or moving moment in your own life (this could be happy or sad).  Have you written about this moment in your life before?   If so, what did you learn from your writing?  If not, write about it now, or discuss why you are not ready to write about it.

· Finally, look at yourself as a memoir writer.  Have you learned techniques or ideas from Didion and/or McCourt and/or Lewis that you have used in your own writing?

