WRPR 0202 
Writing to Heal  
S11


Write a well-organized, well-argued three to five-page paper on Jane Austen’s Persuasion using one of the topics below.  Your paper should have a coherent thesis statement that you support with specific references to the text and a title that provokes the reader's interest.  

Bring three copies of your paper to class on Thursday, March 3rd (print out the night before), and upload your paper on Sakai in Resources by midnight on Wednesday, March 2nd. Title your file with your name or initials and P2D1. 

Draft two-->Sunday, March 13: Write draft two of Paper #2: Upload on Sakai in Resources. Title your file with your name or initials and P2D2. 

1.  Death, disease, and decay, and the characters’ reactions to these play a large role in Jane Austen’s Persuasion, but new and revived love and the return of bloom also play a large role in the novel.  Contrast the role of both hope and despair in this novel. 

(Optional:  Has there ever been a circumstance in your life that contained both the seeds of hope and the seeds of despair? If so, compare your circumstance to that of one or more of the characters in Persuasion.)

2.    Rico tells us to “Remember one thing in the dark night of the soul: all things change! Nothing in life stays the same—not even our pain” (166). Discuss the role of change in Jane Austen’s Persuasion. Compare, in particular, the role of change in the lives of any two characters in Persuasion. How does each character react to change—pleasant or unpleasant? Has there been a situation in your own life in which change has forced you into self-awareness or self-deception? If so, discuss your own circumstance of change in light of the two characters from Persuasion that you discuss. 

3.    Spoken words, books and letters have pivotal importance in Jane Austen’s Persuasion.  Sir Walter Elliot finds solace in the book containing his name. Anne Elliot recites poetry to herself in the walk to Uppercross and recommends books to Captain Benwick to heal his grief.  A letter of Mr. William Elliot’s reveals his character; a letter from Captain Wentworth reveals his heart.  Examine the role of words, books and letters in Persuasion, and compare these occurrences to a time in your own life when spoken words, books or letters played a pivotal role in your own life.

