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First:  Consider the organization, thesis, and argument of the paper.

Thesis--IDENTIFY THE THESIS STATEMENT

_____________________________________________________________________

1.

Does it commit the writer to a single line of argument?   If so, what? ____________________________________________________________________
2. Does it predict the major divisions in the structure of the paper? If so, what are they?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.    
Is it clear, direct and concise?   Really, all three?  _________________

Argument and Organization--FOLLOW THE LINE OF ARGUMENT.

1. Which paper topic does this paper address?  _____

2. Does the paper fully address the paper topic? _______________________________

3. Does the argument keep within the boundary set by the thesis statement? ____ Or does it leak over the corners at times?  If so where? _______________________________

4. Do the main points of each sentence follow logically from the thesis statement? ____

Or, do some paragraphs need transitions and bridges to make better sense?  

If so, where? __________________________________________________

5. Do specific examples and details back up the main point of each paragraph?  ____

Which points need more evidence? __________________________________

Which evidence needs a point? _____________________________________

Which evidence and points need some or more analysis?   __________________________________________________________________

Now:   If time permits, move on to style.

Clarity—Verbs rule!

· Do strong, active verbs make this paper vital, alive? ___________________

· Are nominalizations (abstract nouns like discovery, movement, and resistance) kept to a minimum or used frequently? ___________________ Instead, does the writer use the verb forms of words (resist, discover, and move)? ___________________

Cohesion—Begin Well!

Does the beginning of each sentence connect logically to the sentence before by:

· Beginning with the last idea in the previous sentence, ___________________   or by

· Using words that orient the reader in time, ___________________  or by

· Using words (moreover, therefor, on the other hand) that connect the reader to the previous idea, ___________________  or by 

· Referring to prior information?

	Read each paper aloud.

Ask these questions about each paper you read.

Discuss each paper.

Return this completed form to your writer.



