Mary Ellen Bertolini~Ext. 3182 (h) 388-2689
~Office hours  T 1:30-2:30, F 10:15-11:00, other times by appointment Davis Family Library 225E, Center for Teaching, Learning, and Research mbertoli@middlebury.edu

WRPR 0202: Writing to Heal
Spring 2011
Required Reading

Austen, Jane. Persuasion.
Didion, Joan. The Year of Magical Thinking.
Lewis, C.S., A Grief Observed.
McCourt, Frank. Angela's Ashes.
Minot, Susan. Monkeys.
Pennebaker, James. Opening Up.
Rico, Gabrielle. Pain and Possibility.
Expectations

Papers are due at the beginning of class and electronically at midnight the night before class. Papers should be double-spaced and printed in an 11-pt or a 12-pt font. Avoid computer crises by printing the night before and by saving frequently. Pay close attention to due dates and to special instructions, such as the number of copies to bring to class (usually three) or when and how to save assignments in SAKAI. Do not ask for an extension on a paper or miss a workshop unless you or a member of your immediate family is hospitalized. In workshop, you will be encouraged to give your classmates constructive criticism: positive suggestions for improvement.

Attendance and Assignments 

Since this is a workshop class, on-time attendance is required at each class (especially workshops), and students must promptly complete print and post electronic assignments by due dates, so the assignments can be read, discussed and responded to by class members. Upload papers by midnight before the date due, and bring three copies of formal papers to class. Electronic journals will be due on line by midnight before class and submitted in hard copy in the midterm and final portfolios. 
In Class Writing

Most classes will begin with a brief in class writing period (usually to a writing prompt).  Although this writing will not be collected, it may be shared in class and may form the basis of formal writing for this course.

  

Conferences 

Attending regularly assigned one-on-one conferences with the professor and peer writing tutors to discuss drafts is an important obligation and plays a vital role in the writing process.
Draft Process

 For the draft process to be truly effective, each draft must be a student's best effort, and each successive draft should be substantially and thoroughly revised. Final drafts of the revised essays (with all earlier drafts) will be due in two portfolios: a midterm portfolio, due Friday, April 8 and a final portfolio, due Monday, May 9.

Electronic Journals (Forums)

Whenever an electronic journal is due, students will respond in the Forum of our class site. Each entry will be due by midnight before the next class meeting. If you are not the first responder, respond to one or more of your classmates' journals. Usually, I will pose a question or series of questions. If there are several questions to choose from, choose whichever question you wish. 
Grading
Final Papers and Project: 60%; Portfolios, Attendance and Participation: 20%; Journals: 20%

Pre-Break

Unit I-Literature of Loss
Tuesday, February 8--Introduction, Poetry 
Thursday, February 10
Read: Minot, from "Hiding" to "Party Blues"  Read: Rico, Chapter One                
Journal #1 (Wednesday night)

Tuesday, February 15
Read: Minot, from "Navigator" to "Thorofare"  Read: Rico, Chapter Two                 
Journal #2 (Monday night)
Thursday, February 17
-->Write: Paper #1, draft one: Upload  (Post by midnight Wednesday.)

Tuesday, February 22
Read: Austen, Chapters I-XII (1-79)  Read: Rico: Chapter Three             
Journal #3 (Monday night)
Thursday, February 24
Read: Austen, Chapters XIII--XXI (79-140)  Read: Rico: Chapter Four             
Journal #4 (Wednesday night)
-->Sunday, March 1: Write draft two of Paper #1: Upload (Post by midnight.)


Tuesday, March 1
Read: Austen, Chapters XXII-XXIV (141-168)  Read: Rico: Chapters Five & Six         
Journal #5 (Monday night) (Film: Persuasion—March 1)
Thursday, March 3
-->Write: Paper #2, draft one: Upload (Post by midnight Wednesday.)

Tuesday, March 8
Read: Miller, Act I  Read: Rico: Chapters Seven & Eight        
Journal #6 (Monday night)
Thursday, March 10
Read: Miller, Acts II-III      Read: Rico: Chapter Nine             
Journal #7 (Wednesday night)
-->Sunday, March 13: Write draft two of Paper #2: Upload (Post by midnight.)

Tuesday, March 15
-->Write: Paper #3, draft one: Upload (Post by midnight Monday.)
(Film:  All My Sons—March 15 
Thursday, March 17
Read: Pennebaker, Chapters One to Six (3-88) 
Journal #8 (Wednesday night)

Unit II-Real Lives, Real Stories

Tuesday, March 22
Read: Didion, Chapters 1-10  (3-120)  Read: Pennebaker Chapters Seven & Eight        
Journal #9 (Monday night)
Thursday, March 24
Read: Didion, Chapters 11-22  (121-227)  Read: Pennebaker Nine                 
Journal #10 (Wednesday night)

BREAK

Post-Break

-->Sunday, April 3: Write draft two of Paper #3: Upload (Post by midnight.)

Tuesday, April 5
Read: McCourt, Chapters I-IV (11-131)  Read: Pennebaker Chapter Ten            
Journal # 11(Monday night)
Thursday, April 7
-->Write: Paper #4 draft one: Upload (Post by midnight Wednesday.) 
Mid Term Portfolio due: Friday, April 8 at noon Final Drafts uploaded by 5:00 P.M.

Tuesday, April 12
Read: McCourt, Chapters V-XI (132-267) Read: Pennebaker Eleven                
Journal # 12 (Monday night)
Thursday, April 14
Read: McCourt, Chapters XII-XIX (268-363) --Research Workshop Read: Pennebaker Chapter Twelve        
Journal #13 (Wednesday night)
-->Sunday, April 17: Write draft two of Paper #4: Upload (Post by midnight.)

Tuesday, April 19
Read: Lewis (all)  Read: Pennebaker Chapter Thirteen       
Journal #14 (Monday night)
(Film: Angela’s Ashes—April 19.)
Thursday, April 21
-->Write: Paper #5 draft one: Upload (Post by midnight Wednesday.)

Tuesday, April 26
Project Drafts and Discoveries         
Journal # 15 (Monday night)
Thursday, April 28
Project Presentations             
Journal #16 (Wednesday night)
-->Sunday, May 1: Write draft two of Paper #5: Upload (Post by midnight.)

Tuesday, May 3
Project Presentations                
Journal # 17 (Monday night)
Thursday, May 5
Project Presentations                
Journal #18 (Wednesday night),  Journal #19 (Thursday night), Journal #20 (Sunday night), May 8
Final Portfolio due: Monday, May 9 at 12:00 p.m. Final Drafts Upload by 5:00 P.M.

Additional Films and Workshops may be added on Tuesday evenings. 

Paper Topics for Paper #1—Monkeys
Write a 3-5 page paper with a fully-developed thesis statement that 

· Commits to a single line of argument.
· Predicts major divisions in the structure of the paper.

· Is clear, direct and concise.

1. Bring three copies of your paper to class on Thursday, February 17.

2. By midnight Wednesday, February 17 upload a copy of your paper on Sakai.

3. For more information about thesis statements, follow the links at Writing College Papers on our Sakai site.
Paper # 1- Monkeys

1. Minot uses a variety of ideas and images to unite the separate stories in Monkeys.  Among these are hiding, navigating, making allowances, being “wild” rather than tame, being lost, and not knowing where to go.  Take one of these ideas, demonstrate how Minot uses it throughout the novel, and discuss the importance of this idea to the novel as a whole.

2. All families face losses and problems.  Discuss one of the following Vincent family losses or problems in depth: death of a parent or child, substance abuse, financial problems, sibling rivalry, tensions between husbands and wives, social differences/tensions, lack of attention or affection.  Demonstrate in specific detail how a particular family loss or problem affects at least two family members as individuals as well as the family as a whole.  How do members of this family cope with this problem or loss?  (Optional:  How do you think you would cope with this particular loss or problem?)

3. Choose one character in Monkeys and trace the development of that character throughout the novel. What challenges does this character face? How does this character grow, change or reveal him or her self in at least three separate chapters of the book?  How does this character for better or for worse affect the other members of the family--at least two others in depth--and the family as a whole?

4. Have you ever found yourself coping with one of the losses the characters experience in Monkeys?  Or have you closely observed someone else endure one of these losses?  If so, evaluate how realistic or not you feel the portrayal of that loss is demonstrated in Monkeys.  Do the reactions of the characters ring true? Compare the coping method or methods used by a character (or two characters) in Monkeys to the coping methods you or someone you know has employed. 
Librarian: Joy Pile; EdTech: Mack Roark; Peer Writing Tutors:  Lennon, Emma Elise; Lincoln, Molly Mahoney; Reniere, Jessie Michiko    Class Site: Sakai <go.middlebury.edu/sakai>


