Paper Topics for Paper #1—Monkeys
Write a 3-5 page paper with a fully-developed thesis statement that 

· Commits to a single line of argument.
· Predicts major divisions in the structure of the paper.

· Is clear, direct and concise.

1. Bring three copies of your paper to class on Thursday, February 17.

2. By midnight Wednesday, February 17 upload a copy of your paper on Sakai.

3. For more information about thesis statements, follow the links at Writing College Papers on our Sakai site.
Paper # 1- Monkeys

1. Minot uses a variety of ideas and images to unite the separate stories in Monkeys.  Among these are hiding, navigating, making allowances, being “wild” rather than tame, being lost, and not knowing where to go.  Take one of these ideas, demonstrate how Minot uses it throughout the novel, and discuss the importance of this idea to the novel as a whole.

2. All families face losses and problems.  Discuss one of the following Vincent family losses or problems in depth: death of a parent or child, substance abuse, financial problems, sibling rivalry, tensions between husbands and wives, social differences/tensions, lack of attention or affection.  Demonstrate in specific detail how a particular family loss or problem affects at least two family members as individuals as well as the family as a whole.  How do members of this family cope with this problem or loss?  (Optional:  How do you think you would cope with this particular loss or problem?)

3. Choose one character in Monkeys and trace the development of that character throughout the novel. What challenges does this character face? How does this character grow, change or reveal him or her self in at least three separate chapters of the book?  How does this character for better or for worse affect the other members of the family--at least two others in depth--and the family as a whole?

4. Have you ever found yourself coping with one of the losses the characters experience in Monkeys?  Or have you closely observed someone else endure one of these losses?  If so, evaluate how realistic or not you feel the portrayal of that loss is demonstrated in Monkeys.  Do the reactions of the characters ring true? Compare the coping method or methods used by a character (or two characters) in Monkeys to the coping methods you or someone you know has employed. 
