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Belyi, Andrei: Istoriia stanovleniia samosoznaiushchei du-
shi. Ed. Mikhail Odesskii, Monika Spivak, and Khenrike 
Shtalʹ. Moskva: IMLI, RAN 2020. Vol. I, 640 pp. + color 
insert 64 pp.; vol. II, 800 pp. + color insert 64 pp. (Litera-
turnoe nasledstvo, 112).

Andrei Belyi’s soul-searching and fundamental re-examination of the 
development of consciousness in the context of the Western tradition has  
nally appeared in a orm orthy o  its content. Istoriia stanovleniia sa-

mosoznaiushchei dushi [History of the Formation of a Self-Conscious Soul], 
the core o  the voluminous t o volumes, occupies center sta e and con-
sists of four sections tracing the history of thought and culture in the 
Greco-Roman-Christian tradition up throu h the rst decades o  the 
t entieth century. Belyi s study has sections in various sta es o  devel-
opment: an edited and revised text, an unrevised text, and a partially 
edited and revised text. But this edition has so much more: a substantial 
scholarly apparatus, a rich set of color illustrations, and additional texts 
by Belyi and the compilers. 

The rst impression o  the t o tomes is their ei htiness. The 0 pa -
es of volume I and 800 of volume II attest to the depth and the breadth 
o  the ork itsel . Belyi alternately calls it a “study” issledovanie  and a 
“rou h sketch” eski , ori inally intended or himsel  I, 19 . The histor-
ical conditions of Stalin’s Soviet Russia made impossible at the time any 
thou ht o  publication. It is most ttin  that the delay o  almost 100 years 
has allo ed or a thorou h and accurate edition alon  ith a commentary 
free of external non-literary interference. 

Several o  Belyi s ritin s unpublished in his li etime have appeared 
over the past ty years. The rst ma or breakthrou h as the S etla-
na Geier translation Verwandeln des Lebens [Transforming a Life] 1977 , 
be ore the ultimate publication o  the ork in Russian, Vospominaniia 
o Shteinere [Memoirs of Steiner] 1982 . Another early contribution as 
Pochemu ia stal simvolistom [Why I Became a Symbolist  1982 . Some 
items rom the archives have appeared in bits and pieces, many the ork 
of John Malmstad including ndrei e i i ntro osofiia [Andrei Belyi and 
Anthroposophy  1988 – 1990  that as also translated in German as Ge-
heime Aufzeichnungen [Secret Notes] by Christoph Hellmundt (2002). A 
valuable collection ith annotations as published as to iografiches ie 
svody [Autobiographical Vaults] (2016) containing the so-called Intimate 
Biography and Ra urs  dne ni u [An Approach to a Diary] that permit 
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T. R. Beyer, Jr.208

scholars to ollo  month by month the li e and ork o  this Russian e-
nius. ost recently a series o  letters as ound in Dornach, S it erland, 
at the Goetheanum here Belyi had spent the years 191  – 191  Belyi, 
Po o 2019; Beyer, Spivak 2020 .

All of these complement the multiple volumes of essays, criticism, memoirs 
o  Aleksandr Blok, and Belyi s o n three volumes o  memoirs: Na rubezhe 
d u h sto etii [On the Border of Two Centuries] 19 0 , acha o e a [The Be-
ginning of the Century  19  e hdu d u h re o iutsii [Between Two Rev-
olutions  19 . Belyi kept e tensive, meticulous records, most provided to 
Soviet archives, that contained manuscripts, diaries, bibliographies, lists of 
public appearances, etc. Certain parts of Belyi’s archives in the Soviet Union 

ere not available to most scholars until the late 1980s. The discovery and 
deciphering of the History ranks as one o , i  not the most, important nd 
and addition to Belyi studies in the t enty- rst century.

The history of the publication of this version of Belyi’s History dates 
back to 200  ith the creation o  a team o  scholars in a oint Rus-
sian-German unded pro ect under the direction o  onika Spivak and 
Henrieke Stahl ho ere provided access to the ealth o  materials re-
lated to Belyi s unpublished ork on his o n magnum opus. Several con-
erences and seminars, one o  the rst and most important held at the 
niversit t Trier in 2010, assembled these and other e perts, ith sub-

sequent publication in collections and as individual articles. The editors 
o  the current volumes identi y the ma or contributions I, 82 – 8 , be in-
nin  ith a special t o volume issue o  the ournal Russian Literature, 70 
2011 . The pro ect is the result o  close collaboration o  an internation-
al team of experts, primarily Russian and German that bears testimony 
to the need or such inclusivity hen e aminin  the broad scope o  the 
Western tradition vie ed throu h the lookin  lass o  Anthroposophy, 
the ritin s o  Rudol  Steiner, and the uni ue contributions by Belyi that 
further enrich the tradition.

The Introduction

Belyi’s History be ins ith a seventy- ve-pa e introduction by ikhail 
Odesskii, Monika Spivak, and Henrieke Stahl, supplemented by one 
hundred seventy- ve notes. They outline and e amine the constituent 
parts o  the ork, providin  a conte t, and assemblin  a comprehensi- 
ve overvie  o  the numerous manuscripts, versions, notes, visual aids. 
The introduction e plores and e plains the ori ins o  the ork, its place 
in Belyi’s thought, centering the History ithin his oeuvre, published  
as ell as unpublished. It identi es the source o  the ma or te t as the 
manuscript deposited in the archives by Klavdiia Nikolaevna Vasilʹeva- 
Bu aeva in 1970. The history o  the ork s composition, its evolution, the 
very genesis in Belyi’s concept of the self-conscious soul and its relation-
ship to the ork o  Rudol  Steiner are all covered in scholarly detail. In 
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B e l y i ,  A n d r e i :  Istoriia stanovleniia samosoznaiushchei dushi 209

describin  and commentin  on the early version o  192  Belyi had rit-
ten: “Only the author can make any sense o  this chaos” “vo vsem etom 
khaose ra beretsia lish  avtor”  I, . The editors, simultaneously the 
annotators, have tried their best to decipher and present in an orderly, 
scholarly fashion the text and accompanying materials. 

The complexity of the History is compounded by a number of factors. 
Belyi s o n orkin  methodolo y called or constant re-e amination and 
revision o  earlier orks. The ritin  process as hi hly dependent upon 
e ternal bio raphical actors. Belyi hen he moved ith Klavdiia Nikolaev- 
na to Kuchino in late 1925 nally ound the peace and time to ocus on 
the ork itsel . It emer ed alon  ith a series o  private lectures o ered 
to Anthroposophists in osco  at the home o  ikhail Chekhov ho at 
the time as preparin  a dramatic presentation o  Belyi s Peterburg at 
MKhAT II. The genesis of Belyi’s History pro ect oes back to the end o  
1925 and rst hal  o  192  hen Belyi as simultaneously o erin  those  
lectures. The hand ritten manuscript as lar ely set aside until 19 1,  
as Belyi en a ed ith more nancially lucrative pro ects: his osco  nov-
els ( os a [Moscow , 192 ; as i [ as s , 19 2 , his ork on the poet-
ic structure of Pushkin’s edn i sadni  [Bronze Horseman], (Rit  a  
dia e ti a i edn i sadni  [Rh th  as a ia ectic and The ron e 

orse an ,1929 , his study o  Go olʹ (Masterstvo Gogolia [Gogol’s Craft], 
19  and the abovementioned memoirs. In 19 1 as Belyi as revisin  
and essentially re ritin  the ork, a roup o  Anthroposophists as ar-
rested in osco . Soon his closest companion and partner since 192  
Klavdiia Nikolaevna as detained and imprisoned in osco . any o  Be-
lyi s papers ere con scated. In 19 2 Belyi deposited ith the archives in 

osco  a set o  unpublished manuscripts. Not everythin , ho ever, as 
surrendered. Some items, many revealing Belyi’s continued adherence to 
Anthroposophy that had been outla ed in Russia since 192 , remained in  
the possession o  Klavdiia Nikolaevna ho a ter her release rom  detention 
in 19 1 had become his le al i e. She lovin ly and care ully oversa  and  
preserved his legacy. Over the years copies of many items have been found  
in the Russian State Archives of Literature (RGALI), The Russian State 
Library RGB , both in osco , and Pushkinskii Dom and the Russian 
National Library (RNB) in St. Petersburg. An important set of materials 
made their ay to Amherst Colle e in the nited States. 

Keeping in mind that occult societies had been forbidden in Russia 
since 192 , thus drivin  the Anthroposophists under round, Belyi had 
little hope o  publishin  the ork in his li etime. This e plains hy the 
History in 1925 – 192  as intended “ or the desk dra er” v pisʹmennyi 
stol; I, 7 . Interrupted by ork on other pro ects, more likely to brin  
nancial re ards that ere sorely needed, Belyi returned to the pro ect 

in 19 1. That too as interrupted in April 19 1 as noted above. The ed-
itors rely on this tormented biography to posit that some pre-dating of 
manuscripts provided to the text (previously accepted unquestionably by 
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T. R. Beyer, Jr.210

scholars  as intended to avoid sel -incrimination and possible prosecu-
tion. A note orthy comment I, 25  points out that Belyi s description o  
the repression enforced by the Catholic Church in the thirteenth century 
could nd parallels in Stalin s o n pur es. Was the History a “spiritual 
reply” o  the author to his times  

Belyi alternately modi ed the title o  the ork rom History of a Self-Con-
scious Soul, History of Consciousness, to the nal History of the Formation 
of a Self-Conscious Soul, as ell as his description o  hat it as intended 
to be. It as a “passin  airplane i ht” a birds-eye vie ; TRB  aeroplannyi 
probe ; I, 20 , a “study” issledovanie; I, 19 , the “curve o  history” krivaia 
istorii  I, 1 , a “philosophy o  our time” loso ia nashe o vremeni; I, 8 , 
and or Klavdiia Nikolaevna a “last testament” aveshchanie; II, 89 . The 
editors are true literary detectives, trackin  do n across multiple sources, 
documented and undocumented, the ups and do n s, rises and alls o  
Belyi s o n “ ormation.” This historiosophy, a culturosophy, or history o  
philosophy and cultures, an anthroposophical text is in fact not simply 
one, but all o  the above, in Belyi s attempt to revie  and re-e amine his 
one li e and orks a ainst the back round o  all o  those elements. 

One o  the si ni cant contributions o  the editors is their correction 
of the historical and scholarly record. This is particularly important for 
e plainin  the actual content o  the 1999 version o  the History that is 
not a complete te t c . Belyi 1999 . It as published under the lar er all- 
encompassing title only one section of Belyi’s History mistakenly identi-
ed as the hole, o  hat is included in Volume II in the current edition. 
The introduction I, 5 – 8  provides a valuable, and essential or many, 

discussion o  the very evolution o  the term o  the “sel -conscious soul.” 
The editors point to Rudol  Steiner s identi cation o  the “Emp ndun s-
seele,” “Verstandesseele,” and “Be usstseinsseele.” These in Belyi s Rus-
sian are “dusha oshchushchaiushchaia,” “dusha ratsionalʹnaia,” “dusha 
samoso naiushchaia,” and in En lish translation, the “sentient soul,” 
the “intellectual rational soul,” and the “sel -conscious soul.” One o  the 
ma or obstacles o  Belyi s te t is the assumption that his uture read-
ership ould be conversant ith the tenants o  Anthroposophy, as ell 
as amiliar ith historical events and persona es in the Greco-Roman 
Christian tradition. The commentators reco ni e that or most readers 
in the t enty- rst century much o  this relies upon a uller e plication 
o  passa es, ords, concepts. The editors conclude ith their hope that 
the “complete edition o  Belyi s History of the Formation of a Self-Con-
scious Soul ill become an impulse or urther study o  this undamental 
composition, the exceptional monument of thought, culture, and litera-
ture o  the rst third o  the t entieth century” “Надеемся, что полное 
издание “ стории становления самосознаю ей ду и” Андрея Белого 
станет импульсом к дальней ему изучению этого фундаментального 
сочинения, выдаю егося памятника мысли, культуры, литературы 
первой трети ХХ века”; I, 8 . 
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B e l y i ,  A n d r e i :  Istoriia stanovleniia samosoznaiushchei dushi 211

The editors possess an enviable set o  back rounds and kno led e, 
ran in  rom an e traordinary rasp and overvie  o  Belyi s o n rit-
ings, an appreciation of Rudolf Steiner’s thought as presented in his orig-
inal German published orks and lectures and e istin  translations into 
Russian, a broad understandin  o  Western history and civili ation ith 
special emphasis on Christian ritin s, thou ht, and historical ures 
from Peter and Paul to the Crusaders, Jesuits, Knights Templar, and 
Popes, and a kno led e o  philosophy rom Aristotle and Plato to Kant, 
He el, and Niet sche. That multilin ual, multi-cultural back round helps 
ensure a comprehensive, encyclopedic analysis that rivals Belyi s o n 
intellectual gifts. 

The Text(s)

Volume I contains the 192  te t, revised in 19 1. A modest assessment 
o  those revisions concludes: “the chaos i  it has been reduced then not 
by much” “khaos esli i umen shilsia, to nenamno o”; I, . The te t be-
ins ith Anti uity and pro resses until the thirteenth century. Volume 

II, ori inally intended as the continuation, has t o parts, coverin  the 
Renaissance up until Symbolism and the t entieth century. Belyi s stu- 
dy traces its ori ins back to a visit in 190  to unich s Pinakothek, and 
the author s onderment at the richness o  Western culture. A li elon  
interest and e amination o  ritten sources as re uvenated by Belyi s 
encounter ith Rudol  Steiner in 1912, and an on oin  attempt to em-
brace Steiner s teachin s ithin his o n intellectual system. The author 
re erences his o n orks related to the on oin  search or the ans er to 
the uestion o  consciousness. They include his theoretical orks Sim-
volizm [Symbolism] 1910 , ra es i [Arabesques] 1911 , Na perevale I: 
Krizis zhizni [At the Pass I: The Crisis of Life  1918 , Na perevale II: Krizis 
mysli [At the Pass II: The Crisis of Thought  1918 , Na perevale III: Krizis 
u ʹtury [At the Pass III: The Crisis of Culture  1920 , and his reply to Emil  

Medtner’s attack on Steiner: Rudolʹf Shteiner i Gete v mirovozzrenii sovre-
mennosti [Rudolf Steiner and Goethe in the World View of the Present Day] 
1917 . In addition, he points to his o n prose, in particular oti  Letae  
1922 , here the a areness o  sel  emer es already in the omb. Belyi 
ould revisit in spiral ashion, recallin  eats  “Turnin  and turnin  in 

the idenin  yre” 1919 , the pro ression rom sentient, then intellec-
tual, then sel -conscious ness  souls. Belyi s ide-ran in  rasp o  art, 
architecture, culture, history, and philosophy makes enormous demands 
upon his readers. In act, one uestions ho can constitute the real read-
ers, those ho ill comprehend all that Belyi o ers. As ith any te t, 
the richness is revealed in direct proportion to the kno led e brou ht by 
the reader. The History assumes a orkin  amiliarity ith the corner-
stones of the Western traditions, Aristotle, Christ, Paul, Aquinas, Kant, 
He el, Niet sche, Steiner, and scores more. The editors point to Belyi s 
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T. R. Beyer, Jr.212

long hours in libraries after the October Revolution and before his exit to 
Berlin in 1921.

Belyi s study e plores the centrality o  Jesus Christ I, 129 – 1 2  as a 
historical ure and then throu h development o  Christianity, mostly in 
its Western Greco-Roman version. Chapter I is entitled “Christianity as 
a Turnin  Point in History” Khristianstvo kak svert istorii; I, 97 – 188 . 
Belyi provides an exegesis of the Gospels and the Letters of Paul based on 

hat as the prevailin  biblical scholarship o  his time mostly German . 
The Gospel o  John “In the be innin  as the ord”  is supplemented by 
the pivotal contributions o  Paul, the non-Apostle, the one ho believed 

ithout havin  seen the livin  Christ that made him the brid e rom the 
intellectual to the self-conscious soul. The historical Christ is seen as 
connectin  the Je ish concept o  the essiah ith the incarnation o  
the Lo os o  the ancient orld. Belyi becomes an apolo ete or the Vir in 
Birth, the concept that Jesus as conceived by ary throu h the po er 
of the Holy Spirit, a belief embedded in Roman Catholicism but not in 
Russian Orthodo y I, 1  – 1 7 . His kno led e o  the Ne  Testament 
is impressive, and o  course he assumed, much as had Dostoevskii and 
Tolstoi, that his readers ere amiliar ith the outlines o  the Christ nar-
rative. Belyi additionally relies heavily on and cites frequently from the 
teachin s o  Rudol  Steiner, but throu h his o n uni ue lens.

Christianity is vie ed in chapter II as coincidin  ith the “Fall o  An-
cient Culture” padok antichnoi kul tury; I, 189 – 27 . Neoplatonism, 
Gnosticism, Stoicism, Manichaeism, the teachings of Plotinus, Origenes, 
Au ustine, all are described in terms o  Belyi s “curve o  history,” the 
sense that human development is not linear but moves through periods 
o  ascent and descent. This “curve” is central to Belyi s thou ht and is 
presented sometimes as a “spiral” and at other times as a risin  and all-
in  raph, not al ays smooth aves, but ith the sharp turns at periods 
o  crisis. Belyi populates his o n te t ith copious notes, sketches, and 
re erences to French and German studies. These re erences are more or 
his o n in ormation and are o ten dra n rom the one or t o sources 
identi ed in the commentator s notes that Belyi as readin  in Russian 

hen available. Belyi relies, or e ample, upon a German te t in Russian 
translation, Lud i  Friedl nder s, Darstellung aus der Sittengeschichte 
Roms [An Account of the Mores of Rome  Leip i  18 2 – 18 . A ascinat-
in  addition is Belyi s discussion o  the role o  omen in Rome and or 
the spread o  Christianity I, 2 0 – 2  and notes 887 – 9 8 I, 502 – 50 . 
He recounts the all o  the Roman empire and the ro in  split bet een 
Western (Roman) and Eastern (Orthodox) Christianity culminating in 
105  in part due to the Western-Roman belie  that the Holy Spirit pro-
ceeded rom the Father and the Son hile Eastern Orthodo y believed 
that the Holy Spirit emanated rom the Father alone c . 9 , I, 505 . Be-
lyi turns to geometric designs to address the concept of consubstantiality, 
three persons in one od I, 2 1 – 252 .
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B e l y i ,  A n d r e i :  Istoriia stanovleniia samosoznaiushchei dushi 21

In chapter III, “Scholasticism” Skholastika; I, 277 – , the course o  
history in volume I is separated into t o halves, rom the birth o  Christ to 
25 C.E. and the key yеar o  1250 C.E., the death o  Frederick II. Al ays 

the mathematician, Belyi sees numbers 25 and 1250 in eometrical de-
signs. Parallel to Scholasticism and the early Enlightenment temporarily 
brought about by the reign of Charlemagne he also explores in detail the 
contributions o  the Arab orld. His interest in Arab cultures is clearly 
outlined by re erence to his sources and his trip ith Asia Tur eneva to 
Northern A rica in 1910 – 1911 112  ., I, 521 . . A discussion o  the 
architecture of Europe’s great cathedrals parallels the thought of Anselm 
and Roscelin and the increasing role of the Papacy. Aquinas, Abelard, 
Bernard, Guillaume de Champeau  all make their ays into Belyi s te t.

The ourth and nal chapter o  the edited manuscript, “The Epoch 
o  Scholasticism: II – III Centuries” Epokha skholastiki: 12 i 1  vek  
I,  – 2 , o ers an overvie  o  historical ures, events, thou ht, liter-
ature and art. Belyi is as amiliar ith traditional philosophers as ith the 
mystics. The chapter ends ith a characteri ation o  the ork itsel : “The 
theme o  my study is the characteri ation o  the history o  the ormation 
o  a sel -conscious soul” “Tema moe o issledovaniia est  kharakteristika 
istorii stanovleniia samoso naiushchei dushi”; I, 19 . In another place 
he o ers an e planation o  his o n approach that arises as “a hal -con-
scious impulse, hich I sense not rom the study o  historical documents 
o  this time, as much as rom their aroma, their style” “poluoso nannyi 
impul s, kotoryi mne vniaten ne stol ko i  obsledovaniia istoricheskikh 
dokumentov to o vremeni, skol ko i  aromata ikh, stilia ikh”; I, 0 . 
“History is not a line, not a circle, but a spiral ” Istoria est  ne liniia, 
ne kru , a spiral ; I, 1 . 

 In closin  his rst volume, Belyi admits this “ ormation o  conscious-
ness” is but a study o  its embryonic sta e in utero , to be ollo ed, he 
promises, by further study of its birth, childhood, and development in the 
t entieth century I, 19 . He hi hli hts the sense o  sel -consciousness 
not as simply “consciousness” but rather the sel , the individual comin  to 
a areness in samo-so-znanie I, 22 . “Sel -consciousness is the introduc-
tion o  the creative ill into consciousness and co nition” “Samoso nanie 
est  vnesenie tvorcheskoi voli v so nanie i po nanie”; I, 2 . He concludes 
his edited te t volume I  ith a partial uote rom athe  : : u fi-
cient unto the da  is the e i  thereo  ( o eet dne i o a ego ; I, 2 . 
The une pected uote ithout oundation is attributed by the editors to a 
sense that Belyi could put his edited te t behind him c . I, 2  – 27 . 

Volume I closes ith several appendices, the most strikin  is an in or-
mative note o ered by Klavdiia Nikolaevna in hich she underscores that 
the document as ritten “ or hi se  (dlia sebia; I, 15, emphasis in the 
ori inal . Her o n comments are e plained by the editors as to their ori-
in, their location in the archives, and their si ni cance in understandin  

Belyi s te t. It makes clear hy time and distance ere re uired or a 
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T. R. Beyer, Jr.214

uller presentation and appreciation o  Belyi s ork. E ually ascinatin  
is the deliberate path Klavdiia Nikolaevna ollo ed in her ritten remarks 
to minimi e the role o  Rudol  Steiner and Anthroposophy, and instead 
hi hli ht the in uence o  the more politically correct ure o  Her en.

Volume II o  the current ork contains hat as intended by Belyi to 
be the second volume of his History. It has t o ma or parts and a smaller 
addendum. The rst is described as “unrevised” ith some 200 pa es 
continuin  here the rst volume leaves o . The second section is a “re-
vised” document o  100  pa es. The nal addition has three chapters: 
“Symbolism” Simvoli m , “Anthroposophy” Antroposo ia , and “Spiritual 
Science” Dukhovnaia nauka .

The unrevised te t opens ith the thirteenth century and a revie  o  
the Arab contributions to Western Civili ation lar ely throu h the Cru-
sades  and moves to the Renaissance, the birth o  the ne  “soul,” and the 
emer ence o  the individual in the ourteenth and teenth centuries. Belyi 
incorporates Steiner’s teachings on the Ahrimanic and Luciferic, the astral 
and etheric elements in human history. A background in Spiritual Science 
is use ul i  not essential to ollo  some o  his thou ht. The si teenth cen-
tury is passed over eetin ly as ell as the seventeenth until Belyi reaches 
the crucial ei hteenth century, the French Third Estate, and the nine-
teenth century. Then the author retraces his steps or summari ations o  
the thou ht o  He el, Goethe, Kant, Schopenhauer, and Niet sche. A sec-
tion on “Theosophy” leads to Wa ner and the Realism o  Go olʹ and Dos-
toevskii, Tolstoi, and Russian poetry. There are also sections devoted to 
Sociology and Mathematics, Transformism, and the Self-Conscious Soul. 

The second hal  o  volume II, the so-called “revised” ork, provides a 
“theoretical” or “synthesi in ” II, 7  section be innin  ith a cursory 
revie  o  the pro ression rom the sentient to rational soul, and the ulti-
mate emergence of the self-conscious soul. Belyi assigns humanity to the 
fourth phase of consciousness development. He outlines the ascents and 
descents o  the concept into the t entieth century proceedin  throu h a 
revie  o  the historical back round and concludin  ith Anthroposophy 
as the ultimate development to date of the consciousness, itself more 
ully reali ed in Symbolism. He concentrates on “themes and variations” 
in music and in the rhythm o  poetry, a return to his o n metrical ork 
in Symbolism and his studies of Rhythm as a Dialectic. The concepts of 
“rhythm” and not ust “meter,” o  “themes in variation,” are e plored via 
music, poetry, physical principles, and then as a “type.” All this leads to 
“trans ormism” as e hibited in biolo y and its relationship to philosophy, 

ith the nal emer ence o  symbolism.
“Symbolism” embodies Belyi s o n statement o  his path parallel to 

that o  Rudol  Steiner. Belyi revie s his o n ritin s as all culminatin  in 
his personal ourney ithin history and as a reco nition o  the “problem” 
o  Symbolism as the “problem o  the sel -conscious soul.” He ultimately 
concludes that his previous attempts, so-called “ i hts,” had allen short, 
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B e l y i ,  A n d r e i :  Istoriia stanovleniia samosoznaiushchei dushi 215

but that no  in this ork “ y i ht that had allen short had arrived.” 
“ oi nedolet stal doletom,” II, 9 . 

Belyi s te ts end ith a section, also unrevised II, 51 – 7 , mostly 
devoted to a discussion o  Anthroposophy. An addendum ritten by Belyi 
is a so-called “Synthesi in  section” be innin  ith the concept o  “trans-
ormism” and culminatin  ith the central role o  “Symbolism.” 

Of considerable note for the content is the complete absence of Russian 
names, in uences, contributions in volume I, a reco nition o  the isola-
tion of Russia from Europe, from the Western tradition, a country and 
culture that had no Scholasticism and failed to experience the Renais-
sance. Stylistically the de nin  eature o  Belyi s ritin  is the para raph. 
Each constitutes a sin le train o  thou ht, and each para raph, hether 
a e  lines or multiple pa es, is a sin le sentence, separated by the semi-
colon. One sentence para raph summari es the orks o  Dostoevskii in 
li ht o  the conscious soul and runs or si  unbroken pa es II, 1 2 – 1 7 .

Volume II contains several addenda. There is an exchange of corre-
spondence bet een Petr P. Pertsov, author, editor, philosopher, and Belyi 
related to their conversations on philosophy and in particular the contri-
butions of Kant to Western thought. The persona of Pertsov is covered by 
Odesskii and Spivak in some detail II,  – 88 . The article concludin  
the ork also by the t o is intended to chart the course o  development o  
the “Curve o  History” “The Theme o  y Book” II, 88 – 717 . It e plains 
the relationship of the illustrations to Belyi’s thought and process in de-
veloping his History.

The Commentaries

Belyi has his o n copious citations to the History provided as footnotes 
on the pages of his texts. The annotations and commentary provided by 
the editors run to over t o thousand in volume 1 and more than ei hteen 
hundred in volume II, plus hundreds more to individual documents and 
articles in volume II. Spivak, Odesskii, and Stahl ith help rom others 
brin  to ether a detailed, intimate kno led e o  minute details o  Western 
and Russian primary sources and translations, the li e and ork o  Ru-
dol  Steiner, and o  Belyi s o n voluminous ritin s, published and un-
published. The level o  detail ill spare uture researchers hours o  e ort 
as ell as serve as steppin  stones to additional studies. A ood e ample 
is note 85 I, 2 , here the commentators identi y not only the source 
of Belyi’s thoughts on Gnosticism, but upon further examination they 
reveal that the author Iu. Nikolaev is actually Iuliia Nikolaevna Dan as, 

hose o n ate is described in reater detail.
Whereas Belyi could assume among his educated readers a familiarity 

ith the Western Greco-Roman-Christian tradition, includin  more than 
a cursory ac uaintance ith the Ne  Testament, the annotations one 
hundred years later address an audience in hich e  are as ell versed 
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T. R. Beyer, Jr.216

in those sub ects in Soviet and post-Soviet times. In addition, both hen 
the ork as conceived and today the numerous anthroposophical ele-
ments in the te t re uire substantial e planations. All are delivered ith 
su cient detail and re erences to open up urther e ploration. 

The notes help us to distin uish here the ork o  Rudol  Steiner ends 
and here Belyi be ins. For e ample, there is Belyi s opposition to the 
Aristotelian basis or the orks o  Thomas A uinas. This is in contrast to 
Steiner s o n hi h opinion o  A uinas, all o  hich is care ully document-
ed 1970, I, 59 . They also help the reader ollo  the reliance o  Belyi on 
Steiner and his teachin s still unpublished, but circulatin  in Dornach 
a ter 192 . Ho  Belyi continued to bene t rom the Dornach community 
a ter 192  is a revelation previously une plored in Belyi studies 127 , 
I, 5 7 – 5 8 . 

The commentators have meticulously ollo ed, and here necessary, 
corrected Belyi’s omissions or additions. As they annotate, correct ti-
tles, dates, misspellings, inaccurate quotations, they frequently revert to 
huntin  do n the true source o  in ormation. Such is the note here 
Belyi s o n ootnote to his te t is corrected as to the name and date o  a 
publication 1059, I, 51 . Belyi re ers to Paul s 2 Corinthians 12:7 citin  
a “scorpion stin .” In Paul both re erences in the standard Russian Syn-
odal Bible are simply a “stin ” жало  78, I, 5  – 57 . In En lish it is 
“thorn” and in German “P ahl.” Belyi s mis uote o  Niet sche is ascribed 
to Dmitrii ere hkovskii s o n mistaken uotation in his book on Tolstoi 
and Dostoevskii, here he himsel  as misled by a uote rom Stanis a  
Pr ybys e ski 87, II, 21 .

The scope and depth o  Belyi s o n erudition and e tensive readin s 
across lan ua es are matched by the annotators ho e ectively track 
do n the volumes in the ori inal En lish, French, German, Latin, and the 
available Russia translations. The notes contain the minutest of details 
related to Belyi s actual amiliarity ith a te t, o ten datin  hen he had 
read a particular book based on his correspondence ith others or his 
Raccourci. We learn the month in 192  and the actual date in 19 1 that 
Belyi consulted Picavet’s Esquisse d’une histoire générale et comparée des 
philosophies médiévales [An Outline of a General and Comparative History 
of Medieval Philosophies  Paris 1907  are identi ed c . 80 , 810 I, 9 . 
Belyi s encounter ith Os ald Spen ler s Der Untergang des Abendlandes 
[Decline of the West  1918 – 1922 , the rst volume o  hich Belyi read in 
the ori inal German in arch o  1921, and then Belyi s o n lectures and 

ritin  on Spen ler as ell as a uller description o  his opposition based 
in part on the ork o  Rudol  Steiner, are supported by re erences to con-
temporary studies o  the sub ect 827, I, 9  – 95 .

One extensive note lists both original and Russian translations of over a 
do en orks that Belyi is a are o , consults and then summari es 878, 
I, 500 . Belyi s ootnotes o ten re er to seminal orks, and their avail-
ability in Russian and his access to them are documented I, 502 – 50 . 
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B e l y i ,  A n d r e i :  Istoriia stanovleniia samosoznaiushchei dushi 217

Belyi s use o  the le end o  the Holy Grail is traced throu h the French 
and German traditions as ell as Wa ner s opera Parsifal I, 510 – 511 . 
The descriptions of architecture in Armenia and Europe experienced 
in part by Belyi in his travels are attributed to the author’s familiarity 

ith ie au unst der r enier und uro a, by Jose  Str y o ski 1918  
I, 511 – 512 . O ten a note is a mini-essay, such as the discussion o  the 
parallels o  Peter Abelard and Kant 1 9, I, 5 . The notes to Belyi s 
thoughts on Gogolʹ, Dostoevskii, and Tolstoi are in themselves a valuable 
revie  o  Belyi s ritin s on those riters over the course o  his entire 
career. One mini essay outlines Belyi’s understanding of Kant in rela-
tionship to Scholasticism 1 9, I, 5 . The commentators are a are o  
and inform the reader of the peculiar Soviet interpretations of concepts 
and labels. Such is their note concernin  “ ascism” in Belyi s usa e and 
in Stalin s times 1217, I, 5 2 .

Such precise detail spares future researchers from trying to construct 
a composite analysis o  Belyi s o n thou ht pro ression and ill prove in-
valuable to the biographers to come. These commentaries are so complete 
they seem at some point to be taken for granted, and the reader comes to 
expect this level of scholarly detail. The efforts and comprehensive nature 
o  the ork, ho ever, cannot be overstated. 

The Illustrations

The illustrations to both volumes o er a complete ork in itsel . A spe-
cial section o  the “Introduction” is devoted to “Dia rams and Dra in s” 
I, 7  – 80 . Some o  Belyi s dra in s and atercolors have been reprodu-
ced be ore, by Ta a Gut 1997 , and the monumental Liniia zhizni [Line 
of My Life] 2010  ith commentary by onika Spivak. The te t itsel  
contains photos and reproductions of pages and segments of Belyi’s ma-
nuscripts in black and hite. But nothin  approaches the ealth and 
quality of the color inserts accompanying both volumes. There are eight 
sixteen-page inserts, four in each volume, for a total of 128 pages of full 
color reproductions. Each is identi ed at the back o  the volumes as to 
content, date and location (for the most part in previously unpublished 
archival holdings). 

Insert I contains sketches, notes, and manuscript pa es alon  ith e -
planatory insertions by K. N. Bugaeva. The manuscript page reproductions 
provide insight into the enormity of the task for the editors to decipher and 
unravel Belyi s hand ritten multi-lin ual notes, abbreviations, etc.

Insert II has a set o  ell оr ani ed, clearly edited and revised pa es 
ith dia rams to accompany the rst version o  the History. Belyi docu-

ments in colored pencil, graphics and text, and provides a Bibliography 
o  hi oso hica  Wor s “ or his personal use.” That sketch outlines the 
pro ression rom Anti uity 0 BCE  via Aristotle, Plato, Socrates ith 
re erences to do ens o  volumes in German, French, and Latin. 
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T. R. Beyer, Jr.218

Insert III has dra in s and atercolors that include posters or lec-
tures by Belyi. The colors employed enhance visually the connections 
o  themes and the o  o  history and culture. These e tend rom be ore 
the birth o  Christ, the Greek empire into AD CE  times and the Roman 
Empire. They continue through the Empire’s decline, the emergence of 
Arabic cultures, the de nin  date o  1250 CE, then the iddle A es up 
until the end of the nineteenth century. Belyi’s concept of the rise and fall, 
the spiral or curve of history, is presented visually. 

Insert IV depicts human development and is speci cally marked as not 
intended for publication until after the author’s death. The concern that 
his anthroposophical convictions could lead to arrest or orse or himsel  
and those closest to him, K. N. Bugaeva, called for vigilance and restraint 
on Belyi’s part.

Insert V in Volume II has hat are described as historiosophical dra -
ing and paintings. Overlaid on some of the pages are photographs of Belyi 
and his belon in s, ob ects such as a lea  he collected or his o n her-
barium.

Insert VI is a complex of sketches, mostly in black and red, some green 
and blue, that outline his thought.

Insert VII has photos or reproductions belonging to Belyi gathered in 
his travels abroad.

Insert VIII is devoted primarily to atercolors, sketches, and reproduc-
tions o  pa es o  te t rom Belyi s letter to Pertsov. “Themes in variations” 
Temy v variatsii  and “Form in motion” Forma v dvi henii  demonstrate 
visually Belyi s conviction that the o  o  history is not linear but a spiral, 
or curve, or a series o  repeatin  ups and do ns, all depicted as one and 
the same. 

The illustrations themselves, only part o  the hole, ill continue to 
invite study and careful scrutiny in the decades to come. What is pre-
sented here is a si ni cant contribution or those unable to access the ull 
archives. They represent an introduction to Belyi the artist, and can serve 
not only as building blocks for further research, but as places or stations 
to stop and pause and meditate on the meanin  ithin.

Conclusion

Ori inally ritten or himsel  and at best or a limited audience o  Rus-
sian Аnthroposophists, Belyi s ork takes on a ne  li e in the t enty- rst 
 century. The century bet een its ori ins and no  its de nitive publica-
tion has provided a conte t and ealth o  supplemental kno led e that 
make the History of the Formation of a Self-Conscious Soul as timely today 
as hen it as conceived. For Russians this is an important ork as the 
contribution to the documentin  o  Western Civili ation by one o  their 
o n. It is a Russian rival to Spen ler s Decline of the West that Belyi 

as amiliar ith. Ho  Belyi s ork measures up in comparison to other 
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B e l y i ,  A n d r e i :  Istoriia stanovleniia samosoznaiushchei dushi 219

Western sources remains to be investi ated. The ork is likely to oin the 
novel Peterburg as one of Belyi’s greatest contributions to Russian litera-
ture and thought. 

For those ho have studied Belyi, much o  hat is presented ill come 
not as a surprise, but as a si ni cant contribution, a valuable addition 
to previously published orks. Belyi clearly has an enormous rasp o  
history, and as he summari es, his selections as ell as omissions ill 
become the sub ect o  uture studies. His is a condensed history o  the 
thou ht and development o  Western civili ation. This t o-volume ork 
belongs on the shelf of any center interested in Russian studies. It is the 
best and perhaps singular chance to bring together everything related to 
the seminal ork under one cover. The limited edition under the ae is o  
Literaturnoe nasledstvo ill, one can hope, become available in electronic 
form.

For Anthroposophists in Russia and abroad, Belyi s ork ill com-
plement and add a uni uely Russian perspective to some o  the ma or 
tenets in the teachin s o  Rudol  Steiner. Тhe e tent o  Belyi s on oin  
a areness and the in uence o  Anthroposophy on his thou ht even a ter 
his return to Russia rom Berlin has no here been presented ith such 
dramatic evidence. To fully appreciate Belyi’s History one must appreciate 
Steiner’s distinctions of Body, Spirit and Soul, and the seven stages of de-
velopment: 1  Physical body; 2  Etheric body;  Astral body;  E o or 
“I”; 5  Spirit Sel anas;  Li e Spirit Buddhi; 7  Spirit an Atma. 
The rst three constitute the Body, the nal three elements belon  to the 
Spirit. The fourth phase corresponds to the three stages of the Soul and 
its development rom the sentient soul to the intellectual soul and nally 
the sel -conscious soul. Accordin  to Belyi, Symbolism in the t entieth 
century places us at the be innin  o  entrance into the th sta e. Belyi s 
vision o  Symbolism is his o n personal parallel to Rudol  Steiner and 
Anthroposophy. “ T his ord Symbolism; this is my path alon side Doc-
tor Steiner” “Simvoli m” eto slovo; moi putʹ vbli i doktora Shteinera  
II, 2 . Belyi unites the elements o  anthro-sel -Geist es - samo]  ith 
[so] + isdom-sophism-Wissenscha t nanie  to combine into Anthro-
posophy, itsel  in essence sel -consciousness: «д-р тейнер оригиналь-
ней ий и философ и практик культуры, приподымаю ий про лему 
культуры над про лемой знания, как , и над про лемой веры, 
как -сознание, указанием на подлинную сферу  в нас, как 
сферу имманентную уха.  Прежде всего остановимся на самом сло-
ве  и попытаемся прочесть его в свете на его очерка, 
т.е. в аспекте ду и самосознаю ей:  Антропософ это тот, кто пы-
тается в се е примирить про лему  человека  с про лемой 

  II, 55 – 5 . 
In the nal analysis, one cannot simply read Belyi s te t, tracin  the 

spiral o  his o n thou ht as it un olds and e pands. It must be savored, 
meditated upon, revisited, by literary scholars, philosophers, historians, 
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T. R. Beyer, Jr.220

and culturolo ists. They ill study, lookin  at the inclusions, but also the 
selection, the exclusion of some historical data for the sake of others. This 
condensed history aims at comprehensiveness. Some ill appreciate and 
try to comprehend hat has been presented. Others may onder i  the 
curve o  history has continued as Belyi predicted on an up ard spiral, 
or have e entered in the t enty- rst century one o  the cyclical declines 
that has characteri ed the ormation o  the sel -conscious soul or the 
past t o millennia

The editors have demonstrated hat a cooperative multinational, mul-
tilin ual team o  scholars can produce at its best. The ork can stand as 
a model to those ho come a ter, not only or Belyi studies, but or literary 
scholarship in general.

Middlebury College Thomas R. Beyer, Jr.
 tom.beyer@middlebury.edu
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