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DJ Skelton is the Commander of Echo Company, 229th Military Intelligence Battalion at the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center in Monterey, CA.  He is also one of the leading advocates for Wounded Warriors, playing a key role in strategic policy development and analysis regarding care for Wounded Warriors.  Prior to his current position, he founded the successful 501(c)3, Paradox Sports, in which he remains the President.
Raised in a small village in South Dakota, DJ attended the University of South Dakota.  He enlisted in the United States Army as a Chinese Interrogator, attending the Defense Language Institute.  DJ was accepted into the United States Military Academy in 1999 and pursued a degree in Political Science focusing on China US relations.  In 2003 he commissioned as an Army Infantry officer.  While serving as a Platoon Leader in Iraq during the 2nd Battle of Fallujah in November 2004, DJ was hit in the chest with a RPG and was severely wounded.  He lost his left eye, upper palate, partial use of left arm and right leg.  

DJ joined the ranks of only a handful of severely wounded service members who have successfully remained on active duty.  He has written a book, Our Hero Handbook, which is the leading resource manual aiding thousands of wounded and their families through the recovery process, with over 20,000 in print.  DJ served as a Military Advisor to the Deputy Secretary of Defense, Gordon England from February 2006 until November 2007.  In 2006 DJ became one of the youngest fellows to attend Harvard’s Senior Executive Fellowship Program.  He now lives with his dog, Mattie, in Monterey, CA. DJ continues to travel extensively giving motivational speeches as well as academic lectures.  He is currently researching the topic Post Traumatic Growth, an insight into resiliency and overcoming traumatic events in ones life.  

DJ’s hobbies include rock climbing, surfing, running and dog sledding.  He speaks Chinese-Mandarin. 
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