notes for chris smith:
chapter 1:

sources of CA unrest:

history:

1. inequitable land distribution

2. elites use repressive violence against dissent (culture of repression)

3. recent modernization created new miseries and opportunities

4. escalated in the 70s and 80s

explosive contradiction:

-misery increases for poor, rich get richer

-POS: loosening of traditional methods of social control, Carter and human rights

-ORGS: religious orgs, revolutionary guerrillas, indig. orgs (labor unions, etc.)

igniting spark:

1) oil crisis -- hurt economy

2) earthquakes -- devastation and migration

--gov'ts could not/would not respond to crisis

----comes after rising expectations of the 60s

massive gov't repression of dissent

led to uprisings on part of people...

chapter 2:

US intervention

Reagan had a bee in bonnet about CA

US & CA

-CA important to US

-CA low priority to US

b/c of US dominance of region

--US worried about losing CA and global hegemony  RWR will change all that...

why CA?

1. events in CA at critical point

2. CA vital interest to US security

3. success would come quickly -- test case

logic of RWR strategy:

a) unrest due to soviet/cuban influence

b) past failure due to timidity -- need force

c) rebels = communist, totalitarian, terrorist

clear out carter's legacy of human rights

surprise!  no one else cares... no support

white house reaction:

-PR campaign

-greater interest in negotiating peace -- shows interest and gives basis for control

-limited accommodation w/congress

back to war in 1983 -- this time expect resistance and no longer care...

chapter 3: low intensity warfare

no more direct invasions -- no longer politically viable

-proxy soldiers (response to vietnam)

-low intensity -- argue that fight is not military, but political and ideological -- a war for hearts and minds

victory = demoralizing enemy politically, undermining credibility

distinction between combatants and noncombatants disappears

(3 gov't and 1 rebel force)

1) increase military and economic aid

2) economic aggression (esp. nicaragua)

3) political isolation

4) psychological warfare

        media war

        threat of invasion

        control of rural pop

5) selective repression

6) scorched earth land sweeps

human cost:

over 200.000 dead, more injured, more displaced, billions of dollars lost, spent, etc.

personal stories:

pick one person, read one story, have students react.

what to do with reaction?

-- moral shock (jasper).  what does this have to do with political opportunities?  organizations?  cog lib?

chapter 4: launching the peace movement

3 main orgs:

1) sanctuary

2) witness for peace

3) pledge of resistance

before we go into more analytical work from smith, let's start analyzing these, thinking about their various strengths, etc.

