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PSCI 0431A Fall 2016

PSCI 0431: AFRICAN GOVERNMENT SEMINAR
Middlebury College

Fall 2016
Meeting Times:
Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 to 12:15 in MBH 430
Office Hours: 

Monday 1:30-3:00  Wednesday 10:30-noon  or by appointment
Instructor: Ms. Nadia Rabesahala Horning

Office: 118 @ RAJ








Phone: 443-3428









 

e-mail: nhorning@middlebury.edu
OUR SEMINAR
Karibuni to this senior seminar! We will investigate (1) what is distinct about African political systems, (2) the different governance models throughout Sub-Saharan Africa, and (3) outcomes that the various political systems have produced for African polities in the modern era. Questions we will explore include: How and why have current African political systems emerged? What are they like? How are they similar or different from the systems we know well? Which African governments are performing well, and which ones are not? What types of public goods or public “bads” have they produced? What could and what should be done about the public “bads?” More importantly, who should do anything about them? Finally, what are Africans doing to overcome their governments’ shortcomings?
REQUIREMENTS

Students are expected to:

· Attend all seminars and actively participate in discussions (attendance is mandatory, not optional).

· Attend one out-of-class screening on Wednesday, October 26 (see page 4).
· Consult the assigned readings and other materials before class to ensure that discussions are informed, lively, fruitful, and interesting.
· Complete research on innovations across the continent by semester’s end (aim for 1 innovation per week).

· Make connections across topics discussed in the seminar.

· Attend and even cook for the class dinner on Wednesday, December 1st.
Each student will complete the following by term’s end:
· Two short essays (1,500 words+ bibliography each)

· One in-class group presentation (2 to 3 students per group)
· A research paper (12-15 pages + bibliography)
· An innovation portfolio on Innovations in various realms of Africans’ lives
according to the following schedule:

	Requirement/Assignment
	Due Date
	Percentage of Final Grade

	· Participation 
	Every Class
	25

	· 2 analytical essays
	Oct 14 and Nov 18
	40

	· Innovation portfolio and presentation
	by Week 12
	10

	· 1 research paper
	Dec 16, 4:15 p.m.
	25


Additionally, each student is invited to
· Have a one-on-one chat with the instructor once during the semester (over lunch, coffee, tea, office hours maybe? Whatever we manage!).
OUR RULES
Late Paper Policy: 

Please be advised that no extensions will be given for any of the assigned work, with the exception of (1) family emergencies and (2) personal health problems. Otherwise, no extensions will be considered. Since the answer is most likely to be “no,” please do not ask. 

Assignments turned in late will be graded down one-third of a grade (e.g., A- to B+; B to B-, etc.) for each day that they are late. To be clear, turning in an assignment any time during the first 24 hours after it is due will be penalized a third of a grade. Assignments not turned within a week of the due date will automatically receive a failing grade (F). Please plan accordingly.

Academic Conduct: 

Academic honesty is the expected norm at Middlebury College. This means that all the work you hand in must be your own. If you have any questions about what constitutes cheating or plagiarizing, please refer to Middlebury College’s Academic Disciplinary Policies at http://www.middlebury.edu/about/handbook/student/Academic_Disciplinary_Policies
or ask the instructor. The rule of thumb is, “when in doubt, cite your sources.” 

To be accepted, your work will need to be submitted in hard copy form, with the honor code pledge written and signed.
Computer use in the classroom: 
Laptops are permitted in class, but students must stay offline for the duration of class unless otherwise instructed.
OUR READINGS
Required Texts:

Copies of required texts are available for purchase at the College Store. They are also on reserve at the Library (along with one film) and are marked * on the syllabus. On your reading list, all online materials not accessible through the library are marked “@” on our course website (be sure to login!): http://sites.middlebury.edu/psci0431f12/
1. Collier, Paul. 2009. Wars, Guns, and Votes: Democracy in Dangerous Places. Harper (1st edition, paper).
2. Kapuscinski, Ryszard. 2002. The Shadow of the Sun. Vintage (paper).

3. Moyo, Dambisa. 2009. Dead Aid: Why Aid Is Not Working and How There Is a Better Way for Africa. Farrar, Straus and Giroux (paper).

4. Wrong, Michela. 2009. It's Our Turn to Eat. Harper (paper).
5. Olopade, Dayo. 2015. The Bright Continent: Breaking Rules and Making Change in Modern Africa. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (paper).
6. Trefon, Theodore. 2016. Congo’s Environmental Paradox: Potential and Predation in a Land of Plenty. London, Zed Books (paper).
The following is a reference intended to give you some background on the continent’s political history. It is available at the Davis Family Library:
7.  Nugent, Paul. 2004. Africa since Independence. Palgrave Macmillan.
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	10/17

	10/18
(End Drop Period)
Fall Break
	10/19

	10/20
POLITICAL RISK ASSESSMENT
	10/21
4:30 Africa Future Talk RAJ CONF*

	7
	10/24

	10/25 
FOREIGN AID
	10/26
Screening 
7:30 p.m. 
When China Met Africa
	10/27
The “China Factor”
	10/28


	8
	10/31
	11/1
CORRUPTION
Kenya
	11/2

	11/3

	11/4


	9
	11/7
	11/8
DEMOCRACY
Mali
	11/9

	11/10

	11/11


	10
	11/14
	11/15
CONFLICTS

	11/16

	11/17

	11/18
2d essay due 4:15 p.m.
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K
	11/21
	11/22
PROSPERITY & WELFARE

DRC
	11/23 Recess 

	11/24 Recess

	11/25 Recess


	11
	11/28
	11/29
PROSPERITY & WELFARE

CTD
	11/30

	12/1
AFRICA RISING
Class Dinner
	12/2

	12
	12/5

	12/6
AFRICA RISING
	12/7

	12/8
RECAP + CRF
Innovation Portfolios due
	12/9
Fall Term Ends

	E

X

A

M
	12/12
Reading Day
	12/13
Exam Period Begins

	12/14
	12/15
Reading Day

	12/16
Exam Period Ends

Final papers due by 4:15 p.m.


* Extra credit opportunity due to late announcement
WEEK 6: POLITICAL RISK ASSESSMENT
Tuesday
Fall break
Thursday
Guest Practitioner: Sebastian Spio-Garbrah ’02, Managing Director at DaMina Advisors LLP
@
Ben Barca, Habiba and Mthuli Ncube. 2012. “Political fragility in Africa: Are military coups d’état a never ending phenomenon?” accessible at http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Economic%20Brief%20-%20Political%20Fragility%20in%20Africa%20Are%20Military%20Coups%20d%E2%80%99Etat%20a%20Never%20Ending%20Phenomenon.pdf
and
@  Bremmer, Ian. 2005. “Managing risk in an unstable world” accessible at https://hbr.org/2005/06/managing-risk-in-an-unstable-world
! Friday 4:30 in RAJ CONF Sebastian Spio-Garbrah, J.D. Talk: Africa, Does It Have a Future?

WEEK 7: FOREIGN AID
Tuesday
· Moyo 2009, Part I (to p. 68)

OR

@
Sachs, Jeffrey. 2006. “Can the Rich Afford to Help the Poor?” “Myths and Magic Bullets” “Why We Should Do It” in The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Times (288-346) [58]
Wednesday  

7:30 p.m. Screening of When China Met Africa, Mark Francis and Nick Francis, Directors. Bullfrog Films, 2010 (75 mn). RAJ Conference Room.
Thursday The China Factor

@
Moyo, Dambisa. 2012. “Beijing, a Boon for Africa,” New York Times Op-Ed (June 27) accessible at http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/28/opinion/beijing-a-boon-for-africa.html
@
http://theconversation.com/how-and-why-china-became-africas-biggest-aid-donor-57992
@
Bräutigam, Deborah. 2009. “Orient Express: How Does Chinese Aid and Engagement Work?” in The Dragon’s Gift: The Real Story of China in Africa. (131–161) [30]
WEEK 8: CORRUPTION
Tuesday
· Wrong 2009, pp. 1-162 (163-338 recommended)

Thursday 

@
Burgis, Tom. 2015. The Looting Machine: Warlords, Tycoons, Smugglers, and the Systematic Theft of Africa's Wealth. Introduction and Chapter 1 (Angola) [27]

WEEK 9: DEMOCRACY
Tuesday 

Lib
Ake, Claude. 1993. “The Unique Case of African Democracy.” International Affairs 69(2): 239-244 [5]
Lib
Chabal, Patrick. 1998. “A few considerations on democracy in Africa.” International Affairs 74(2): 289-303 [14]
Lib
Wing, Susanna D. 2013. "Mali: Politics of a crisis." African Affairs 112(448): 476-485 [9]
Thursday 
Lib
Lindberg, Staffan. 2006. “The Surprising Significance of African Elections,” Journal of Democracy 17(10): 139-151 [22]
Lib
Bratton, Michael, Massa Coulibaly, and Fabiana Machado. 2002. "Popular views of the legitimacy of the state in Mali." Canadian Journal of African Studies 36(2): 197-238 [41 in BIG FONT (]
WEEK 10: CONFLICTS
Tuesday
@
Englebert and Dunn. 2013. “The shifting landscape of conflict and security,” in Inside African Politics. Boulder and London: Lynne Rienner: pp. 267-312 [45]
Thursday 
· Collier 2009, Introduction, Chapters 1 & 3 (1-50, 75-100) [75]

BREAK WEEK: WELFARE & PROSPERITY
Tuesday
· Trefon, Theodore. 2016. Congo’s Environmental Paradox: Potential and Predation in a Land of Plenty. London, Zed Books (paper). Introduction + Choose 2 resources + Conclusion [variable]
Thursday Break

WEEK 11:  WELAFRE & PROSPERITY (CONTINUED)/AFRICA RISING
Tuesday 
· Olopade 2015, Chapters 4 and 5.

@  http://theconversation.com/poor-data-affects-africas-ability-to-make-the-right-policy-decisions-64064
Thursday Innovation Presentations Round 1
· Olopade 2015, Chapters 6, 8, 9.
Thursday, December 1
6:00 p.m. African Dinner (venue TBD)

WEEK 12: AFRICA RISING
Tuesday Innovation Presentations Round 2
· Olopade 2015, Chapter 10.

Thursday Course Recap & Course Response Forms

December 16, 2016 @ 4:15 p.m. Final papers + Innovation Portfolios due.
� NOTE: We will read some, but not all, books in their entirety. You may want to consider making copies of assigned passages or going the library where these books have been placed on reserve. Some of the books are also accessible online through Google Books, so if that works for you…
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