psci0321s17 CW (optional for non-CW)
Name:
How to Evaluate Your Essay
(use the “What Is an Analytical Essay” document on course website for more details)

YOU ARE RE-READING YOUR OWN ESSAY WITH A FRESH SET OF EYES. DO YOUR BEST TO BE OBJECTIVE.

Recall the bottom line: An analytical essay is a sustained attempt to prove a point: it is an argument. An argument must have a point, and it must address the question posed (not re-worked, not re-imagined). The thesis announces the point of an essay in the Introduction.
THESIS

Does the essay contain a thesis?
Yes _
If so, is it stated in the Introduction? Yes _ 
No_
Not sure _

No _

Not sure _

What is the thesis? (verbatim)

What is the argument? (in your words)

ORGANIZATION
Recall: A good essay puts everything in its place. Anything without a necessary and logical place, anything that doesn’t participate in the inexorable advance of the argument toward its conclusion, absolutely must go.
Every argument—no matter how creative—will have sub-points, and these should be clearly organized into paragraphs. The sub-points, or claims, should be ordered so as to best support your overarching argument. Any observations, no matter how brilliant, that don’t fit within this logical order must go.
Besides this logical or argumentative order, your essay will possess a rhetorical order, which it shares with all other essays. This rhetorical order is simple—beginning, middle, end—but ignoring it reduces an essay to confusion.

The Beginning

Does the Introduction introduce the topic (this is what this essay is about)

Yes _

Does it do so in a way that hooks the reader? Yes _
No_ 
Sort of _

No _

Not sure _ 

Does the Introduction introduce the question?

Yes _

Does it do so in a way that is faithful to the prompt? Yes _
No_ 
Sort of _

No _

Not sure _ 

Overall, does the Introduction leave you feeling impressed? (“Wow!”)

Yes _

No _

Somewhat _

The Middle

Recall: The middle is where the real work of the paper gets done. It makes the argument indicated in the thesis. The middle is composed of a succession of paragraphs, each of which is an essay in miniature. A paragraph either begins with or builds toward a topic sentence, which expresses the mini-thesis of the paragraph. A paragraph makes a single point, then a new paragraph begins. Any sentence that doesn’t contribute to this point, and any paragraph that doesn’t advance the larger argument, must go. No reader can tolerate unemployed, meandering sentences and paragraphs for very long.

Can you identify a series of claims in the paragraphs that follow the Introduction?

Yes _

Claim 1 (verbatim):

Reworked (if applicable):
Claim 2 (verbatim):

Reworked (if applicable):

Claim 3 (verbatim):

Reworked (if applicable):

More? (verbatim):
Reworked (if applicable):

No _
Clarity

Recall: Analytic essays often employ terms that are relevant to a specific concept, theory, or discipline. These terms must be defined and explained—both to demonstrate that the author understands them, and to help the uninformed reader understand what them too. As an analyst, your job is to convey precise information to the readers; don’t assume they will understand absent a clear definition. 
Do you spend time/space explaining (the) key concept/s of the essay?

Yes _




What is/are the concept/s?

Does your explanation help the reader “get it”? Yes _
No _ 
Somewhat _   No _

Sort of _

Evidence
Recall: An argument does more than provide mere assertions; it also provides proof. It proceeds from recognized facts or evidence to its conclusion. In order not to descend into mere assertion, an analytic essay has to support itself by: a) the power of logic, and/or b) documented facts. This means citations.

For each claim the author submits, do you provide evidence?

Yes _

Is the evidence well chosen/convincing?
Yes _ 
No _
Not really _

No _

Yes, but not consistently _

The End

Recall: Weak essays have no end; they simply stop. The final paragraph reiterates, summarizes, and emphasizes, capitalizing on the writer’s last chance to impress the reader.

Does your essay contain a Conclusion? Yes _

No _
Does the Conclusion go back to the question posed (not re-imagined)? Yes _
No _

Is the Conclusion faithful to the argument? Yes _
No _
Somewhat _

RHETORIC AND STYLE
Recall: Good writing is concise, forceful, and parallel. 

Is your essay wordy? 

Yes _

No _

A bit _

Select a sample sentence that conveys meaning simply and directly, with a minimum of words:

Select a sample sentence that obscures meaning (what you were trying to say):

NOW THAT YOU HAVE FINISHED EVALUATING,
Do you see what it takes to write a good essay? (“I knew that, but now I see how/why”)

Yes _


No _


Kind of _

Did this exercise help you think of ways you could make this essay better?

Yes _


No _


Kind of _

Would you like to give it a shot (re-write the essay?)
Yes _


No _
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