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Course Design:
This course developed several years ago out of my desire to put more emphasis on the study of early America and to explore issues related to Americans’ understanding of gender in this period.  We will be reading, writing, and talking about definitions of manhood as well as womanhood as they were understood, practiced, and adapted by a variety of people living in North America between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries.  No thirteen-week course can comprehensively assess gender relations across this entire period. Instead, we will focus our readings and discussions on particular points of conflict or interesting case studies, using scholarly articles and books, film, and historical documents.  
All elements of the course are designed to sharpen your ability to think critically, analyze information, and express yourself effectively in written and oral form, as well as get you working with each other.  Over the course of this semester, I want you to gain good practice being critical, probing, curious readers, careful observers, clear writers and speakers, and thoughtful, engaged contributors to our class conversations and your group work.  Embracing these tasks and improving in these areas is far more important than any factual knowledge you learn about Early America.  These objectives are, in fact, the purpose for this course, and they have shaped my course design.  Any alterations I make to our course plan this spring will be because these pedagogical goals warrant it. 
Course Assignments:
Class Participation – 35% 

Discussion Leading & Presentations – 10% 
Essay #1 – 15%
Essay #2 – 15%

Group Research Project & Presentation– 25%

Class Participation – Oral discussion of assigned readings is absolutely essential to this course.  It is one of the most valuable components of this class and the largest determinant of your grade.  I expect you to come to class having already completed each assigned reading, thought about its implications for what we are studying, and prepared notes and questions for discussion.  I will provide a brief mid-semester evaluation of your class participation via email, so that you know where you stand and how you can improve.  Please see the last page of this syllabus for a description of the standards for class participation.  
The following books are required reading for the course.  A copy of each is on reserve in the library.  You can purchase them at the College bookstore or anywhere else you can find them:


Unredeemed Captive: A Family Story from Early America, by John Demos
To Free a Family: The Journey of Mary Walker, by Sydney Nathans

The Sea Captain’s Wife: A True Story of Love, Race & War in the Nineteenth 



Century, by Martha Hodes

In addition, many readings will be available on E-Reserve.  The password for our E-reserve page is 4395am.
Leading Discussion: In addition to being an active and consistent participant in class conversations, you will have one opportunity to lead discussion with a partner.   You and your partner should work together to prepare for and run discussion, and you both will also be able to meet with me beforehand to gain some feedback on your discussion plan.  You will sign up for topics upon which you can lead discussion in the first week of the semester.  If you choose to lead discussion on a day when a book is assigned, you may not write an essay about that book.

Essays – You will each compose two 4-page essays.  One essay will build off the first book we read together, and the other will respond to any other book assigned for the course. I will provide the prompt for these essays, but for the second one, you get to choose the book upon which you will write.  **Keep in mind, though, that you cannot write an essay on a book for which you are leading discussion.  Essays are due on the day we complete our discussion of the book.
Research Project – In the middle of the term, students will begin working in small groups to conduct primary research and compose an 18-20 page research paper on a common subject.  In addition to submitting a polished group paper and numerous preliminary components of it, your group will also deliver a brief, polished presentation about your research to the class before the final week of the semester.  We’ll be working on how to prepare for these substantial tasks for several weeks.  Many more details about this project will follow.   

Course-Related Policies:

Honor Code – Students are expected to abide by the Middlebury College Honor Code as they engage in every aspect of this course.  Academic dishonesty discovered in any form will be brought before college authorities and will be handled according to the rules set forth in the College Handbook.

Grade Penalties – Any projects or papers submitted late will automatically be docked 1/3 of a letter grade for every day beyond the due date.  Please pay close attention to your comprehensive work calendar and to the schedule of assignments for this course, and plan accordingly.  If you anticipate having difficulty completing an assignment honestly and on time, come see me before the situation becomes dire.  I am here to keep you responsible and to remind you of your commitment to academic integrity, but I am also here to help.
Course Schedule:  
Week 1

Monday 2/15

Introduction to Course 



For Wednesday, read articles on “Cultures in Contact.” 

Wednesday 2/17
Discuss Readings and First Contact



For Monday, read articles on “Sex & Race in Colonial Slavery" 
Week 2

Monday 2/22

Discuss Readings & the Colonial South



For Wednesday, explore Deerfield Raid Website 



            http://1704.deerfield.history.museum, Read articles on 



"War & Captivity”
Wednesday 2/24
Discuss Readings and Early New England
For Monday, read Unredeemed Captive through Chapter 8
Week 3

Monday 2/29

Discuss Unredeemed Captive Part I




For Wednesday, finish Unredeemed Captive, Compose Essay #1
Wednesday 3/2
Discuss Unredeemed Captive End, your Essay response



In-class Film “Mary Silliman’s War”




For Monday, view A Midwife’s Tale [film on reserve] and 
Read articles on “Gendering the Revolution”
Week 4


Monday 3/7

Discuss Readings and the Revolution through a Gendered Lens



For Wedn., read articles on “Marriage in the New Republic”
Wednesday 3/9
Discuss Readings and Republican Gender Roles 



For Monday, read materials on the “Adams Family”,




Read chapter on “What is Historiography?”
Week 5
Monday 3/14

Discuss Readings and Research Group Projects



[bibliography, historiography, research question]



For Wednesday, build a preliminary bibliography, dig into 




secondary sources, define a preliminary research question.
Wednesday 3/16
Group Work -- Historiography



For Monday, complete historiographical summary, dive into



primary sources.
Week 6
Monday 3/21

Group Work – Research Question & Strategy, Challenges 
For Wednesday, make big progress on your primary research 
Wednesday 3/23 
Group Work – Project Evolution, Preliminary Findings, 



Primary Source Analysis (In-Class Activity)




For Monday 4/4, compose individual sections of paper, share




w/ peers for mark-up, complete mark-ups before class.
Week 7

Spring Break
Week 8
Monday 4/4 

Group Work – Peer Critique, Re-envisioning & Revising



For Wednesday, finalize thinking and writing of sections, 



compose narrative hook/intro for presentation in class
Wednesday 4/6
Discuss Group Narrative Hooks & Oral Presentations
For Monday, read articles on “19th century Native American Survival”
Week 9
Monday 4/11

 Discuss Readings – The Mystery of Doing Gender in History



For Wednesday, prepare oral presentations
Wednesday 4/13
Research Presentations & Feedback 



For Monday, read To Free a Family, 1 - 150, completely




finish research papers for submission on Monday.
Week 10


Monday 4/18

Discuss To Free a Family, Part I



For Wednesday, read To Free a Family, 151- end.

Wednesday 4/20
Discuss To Free a Family, Part II




For Monday, read articles on “Sex Scandals / Power Politics”
Week 11
Monday 4/25

Discuss Readings and What is: Gender, Sex, and the “Normal”



For Wednesday, read articles on “Race, Gender, and Freedom in 



the age of Abolition” 
Wednesday 4/27
Discuss Readings




For Monday, Read the Sea Captain's Wife, 1 - 205. 

Week 12
Monday 5/2

Discuss Sea Captain's Wife, Part I



For Wednesday, finish Sea Captain’s Wife.
Wednesday 5/4
Discuss Sea Captain’s Wife, Part II



For Monday, read articles on “Wartime Leaders & Masculinity”
Week 13
Monday 5/9

Discuss Readings and Gendering American Heroes
Wednesday 5/11
Final Conversation: What does Gender History Do?
Just Showing Up? What Does Participation Get You?
When speaking to students about the importance of oral expression, a wise member of the Middlebury faculty used to say, “95% of the important transactions we have in life are oral.”  So if we neglect to hone your oral skills now, we will be leaving you unprepared to succeed in the rest of your life.

Oral Participation in this course constitutes the largest portion of your final grade.  Keep that in mind throughout the semester.  The following descriptions of students’ oral participation behavior and the grades they earn should help provide some measure of the standards for participation in this course.

 A=Exceptional  -- An A student speaks out often and thoughtfully, does not expect to passively receive an education from the teacher, and recognizes their own essential role in the learning process. This student initiates discussion in class but lets others speak.  The A student is an active listener, acknowledging the value of others’ opinions, responding diplomatically to peers, and articulating connections between the points made by others and their own.  The A student attends and is prepared for all classes, does all the reading, takes notes on it, comes to class with discussion questions and observations of their own, and uses their understanding of the material to enrich group discussion.
B=Above Average – A B student speaks out thoughtfully and occasionally initiates discussion in class.  This student attends all classes and is prepared for all classes by finishing the reading, taking notes on it, and preparing thoughtful comments that are relevant to the class discussion.  A B student answers questions when asked, follows directions, lets others speak, and sometimes engages in direct debate or discussion with peers, but their level of initiative in classroom conversation is inconsistent, and/or their contributions to the conversation are not shaped to engage the whole group.

C=Average – A C student attends all classes and speaks out occasionally.  This student does all the reading, answers questions when asked, and follows general directions.  A C student does everything that you might imagine is expected for a Middlebury discussion class, but their low profile in discussion does not meet the standards for this course.
D=Below Average – A D student misses class, arrives late regularly, and/or is not prepared to engage with others.  When they do participate in discussion, they speak mainly to the instructor or one other student.  They do not wait to listen to others, and/or they disregard what peers are contributing.  This student does not demonstrate that he/she is interested in contributing to a healthy classroom environment or a stimulating group discussion.

� Participation Grading Standards adapted from those offered by Professor Carrie Wiebe, Professor of Chinese, Middlebury College.





PAGE  
6

