HIST0217 Term Paper

Guidelines


The first option is to write a policy analysis.  You should select a problem affecting urban life on a federal or municipal level and then investigate the cause of the problem, giving close attention to its historical roots.  You should ultimately present a workable solution.  This assignment links a historical approach with a contemporary focus.  For example, you may wish to tackle the problem of housing discrimination in the metropolitan Chicago area.  In order to do so, you would have to summarize historical patterns of discrimination and efforts to combat it, before recommending your remedy.   Or you may wish to explore how cities can become greener by examining plans to make cities more bicycle friendly.  If you take this approach, then you will want to trace the earlier history of the bicycle in the American city, especially in the late nineteenth century.  Or you could examine the current financial difficulties plaguing a city like Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, by setting this story within the context of the long-running fiscal challenges which municipalities have faced.   


The second option is to focus on a significant book about the urban scene.  You should treat this text as a historical document.  In preparing your essay, you should consider three aspects of the selected work.  First, you should provide a careful analysis of its contents and relate them to what you have learned about the period during which the work was produced and about the fundamental issues that it discusses.  Second, you should give some attention to the life and motives of the creator.  You should explain how his or her background, position, and politics helped account for the text's message.  Third, you should evaluate the influence and impact of the work.  Your principal source will be the text that you select, but you will be expected to draw on outside research.  Some examples of important tracts that come to mind are Lincoln Steffens, The Shame of the Cities, Jane Addams, Twenty Years at Hull-House, Daniel Burnham and Edward Bennett, Plan of Chicago, William Stead, If Christ Came to Chicago, W. E. B. Du Bois,   The Philadelphia Negro, Frank Lloyd Wright, The Living City, Mike Davis, City of Quartz, Camilo Vergara, The New American Ghetto, William Julius Wilson, The Truly Disadvantaged, Alex Kotzlowitz, There are No Children Here, David Simon, Homicide: A Year of Killing on the Streets, Dolores Hayden, A Field Guide to Sprawl,  James Howard Kunstler, The Geography of Nowhere, and Edward Banfield, The Unheavenly City.  Novels such as Theodore Drieser's Sister Carrie could also be selected.

The third possibility is to devise your own topic in urban history.  I ask that you consult with me about your ideas before plunging headlong into the project.

This paper is due on Friday, December 9.  It should be no more than 2500 words of text in length.  All papers will be evaluated according to both content and style.  You are expected to cite your sources and to provide a full bibliography in accordance with the practices of sound scholarship.   You should refer to the History Department Guide to Footnotes and Bibliography.
