Discussion Questions

Davis, Garreau, and Rothman on e-reserve

as well as the film “Street Fight”

1. What do modern southern cities and western cities have in common?

2. Should Los Angeles be viewed as an anti-city?   What are the consequences of the kind of urban development that Los Angeles represents?

3. How would you categorize Las Vegas as a city?

4. Is the concept of “Edge City” useful?  What is its relationship to the traditional “city”?  to the traditional “suburb”?

5. Why did  “Edge Cities” emerge?

6. Should we try to resist “edge” city development?  If not, why not?  If so, why?

7. How does Newark, New Jersey, compare with the cities under discussion in our reading?

8. What does “Street Fight” tell us about urban politics?

The film, “Street Fight,” offers a close look at the gritty world of contemporary urban politics.  The film chronicles the 2002 election for mayor in Newark, New Jersey, between long-time incumbent Sharpe James and the youthful challenger Cory Booker.  (Interestingly, Booker was then elected mayor as James decided not to seek a sixth term.)  The film is roughly 80 minutes long.  You might be interested to know that one of the first screenings of “Street Fight” was here at Middlebury College in 2005.   As you watch this documentary, ask yourself how urban politics should be viewed.  Would you say that municipal politics can be a vehicle for social change?  

The documentary will be screened on Tuesday, November 15th, at 7:30 p.m. in Sunderland 110.  It is available at reserve desk at the Davis Family Library for those of you who cannot attend the open screening.

