Discussion Questions for
Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities and Robert Moses, “What the Big Cities Must Do to Stay Alive”  (ER)
Assignment: The Death and Life of Great American Cities is an important book, but it is also a long one.  Here are some recommendations to guide your reading.  Read at least the following:  Introduction, any two chapters from Part One, chapters 7 and 12 and one other from Part Two, one chapter from Part Three, and chapters 18 and 22.  
1. How does Jane Jacobs' perspective compare to that of the City Beautiful Movement?  How does it compare to that in the documentary, "The City"?

2. What is her perspective on urban renewal?

3. What makes a city work, according to Jacobs?  What are her planning instructions?  What kind of urban places does she admire?

4. What does Jacobs mean by "great" in her title?  Which American cities does she applaud, which does she criticize?

5. Do you think Jacobs approves of Robert Moses’ approach?  Why or why not?

6. What is your vision of the good city?

