Discussion Questions

Chauncey, Fine, Drake/Cayton, and Peiss readings

1. What commonalities do the subjects under discussion share?

2. How do these articles compare to the portrayal of the inner city by Jacob Riis?

3. What are the connections between leisure and urban life?  Gender and urban life? Sexuality and urban life? Race and urban life?  Cultural creation and urban life?

4. What does the presence of many subcultures suggest about the nature of urban life?  Do you think it is reasonable to speak of a “modern city culture” as Gunther Barth does?

5. Which social class group, in your estimation, has historically been most influential in shaping American popular culture?

6. To what extent do these articles suggest that the city has been more of a site of liberation or oppression?
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Lesson Plan

a. Ask students to make sense of these articles?  How do they relate?  What do they tell us?

b. How do they compare with Jacob Riis’ portrayal?

c. Which one do you find most interesting?

Peiss – examine quite closely

Chauncey  most ambitious analytically  -- examine


      4) What broader conclusions can we draw about urban life?  About the city?

--

rich diversity in cities; all sorts of processes in motion; they have a history: ordinary people possess agency—they shape their own lives—in so doing they helped to contribute to urban vitality, to the social theater of which Lewis Mumford spoke

role of youth—central to the life of a city (young women as clerks; heading out to Coney Island; in Times Square

blacks, women, gays  -- city life barriers exist but they can be breached—blacks and whites mixed in jazz clubs, in blacks and tans; gays and straights in bars around Times Square  (the diversity of city, distinct maps, visions of the city, some times overlapping)

theme of identities—multiple identities—and the city seems to allow for such expression

remember Louis Wirth—spoke of social disorganization – associated certain behaviors with city//be careful perhaps this was social reorganization—gays creating their own world


disorganization—multiplication of social possibilities that the massing of people made possible—reflect a view that with the city came a decline of the family, neighborhood, parish and other institutions of social control in small places

in reality a new social order was being created; Robert Park—city “a mosaic of little worlds”

  (only big cities had the social and spatial complexity necessary fordevelopment of a extensive and partially commercialized gay subculture—men’s bars, bus stations, street corners or blacks, homes—extended into districts in large cities)

