HIST0217
Discussion Questions for William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis

Assignment:  Read Prologue, chps. 1-2, either chp. 3, 4, or 5, chps. 6-7, pages 364 to end

1) After reading Cronon’s book, how would you describe the relationship of the city to the country?

2) How would Cronon answer the question, “What is a city?”

3) What were the principal factors that accounted for Chicago’s capture of the title of the great city in the West?

4) What is the relationship of Chicago to New York City?

5) What is “central place theory”?

6) What role does Cronon ascribe to the market?

7) What type of history does this book represent?

8) Is there something, in your opinion, missing here in his account of Chicago?
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9) After reading Cronon’s book, how would you describe the relationship of the city to the country?

10) How would Cronon answer the question, “What is a city?”

11) What were the principal factors that accounted for Chicago’s capture of the title of the great city in the West?

12) What is the relationship of Chicago to New York City?

13) What is “central place theory”?

14) What role does Cronon ascribe to the market?

15) What type of history does this book represent?

16) Is there something, in your opinion, missing here in his account of Chicago?

