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Senator McCarthy of Wisconsin delivered the following speech about his view of the Communist
threat that was developing within the United States government.

Five years after a world war has been won, men’s hearts should anticipate a long peace,
and men’s mind should be free from the heavy weight that comes with war. But this is
not such a period - for this is not a period of peace. This is a time of the “cold war.”
This is a time when all the world is split into two vast, increasingly hostile armed camps
~ atime of a great armaments race... Today we can almost physically hear the
mutterings and rumblings of an invigorated god of war. You can see it, feel it, and hear it
all the way from the hills of Indochina .. right over into the very heart of Europe itself...

Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle... The modern champions of communism
have selected this as the time. And, ladies and gentlemen, the chips are down - they are
truly down.

Lest there be any doubt that the time has been chosen, let us go directly to the leader of
communism today — Joseph Stalin. Here is what he said - not back in 1928, not before
the war, not duning the war - but two years after the last war was ended "To think that
the communist revolution can be carned out peacefully, within the framework of a
Christian democracy. means one has either gone out of one’s mind and lost all normal
understanding. or has grossly and openly repudiated the communist revolution.”

And this is what was said by Lenin in 1919, which was also quoted with approval by
Stalin in 1947 "We are living," said Lenin, "not merely in a state but in a system of states,
and the existence of the Soviet Republic side by side with Christian states for a long time
is unthinkable. One or the other must triumph in the end. And before that end supervenes,
a series of frightful collisions between the Soviet Republic and the bourgeois states will
be inevitable."

Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone here tonight who is so blind as to say that the
war is not on? Can there be anyone who fails to realize that the communist world has
said, "The time is now" — that this is the time for the showdown between the democratic
Christian world and the communist atheistic world? Unless we face this fact, we shall
pay the price that must be paid by those who wait too long.

As one of our outstanding histoncal figures once said, “When a great democracy is
destroyed. it will not be because of enemies from without, but rather because of enemies
from within.” __.



At war's end we were physically the strongest nation on Earth and, at least potentially, the
most powerful intellectually and morally. Ours could have been the honor of being a
beacon in the desert of destruction, a shining, living proof that civilization was not yet
ready to destroy itself. Unfortunately. we have failed miserably and tragically to arise to
the opportunity.

The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our only
powerful potential enemy has sent men to invade our shores, but rather because of the
Lraitorous actions of those who have been treated so well by this Nation. It has not been
the less fortunate or members of minority groups who have been selling this Nation out,
but rather those who have had all the benefits that the wealthiest nation on earth has had
to offer - the finest homes, the finest college education, and the finest jobs in
Government we can give.

This is glaningly true in the State Department... In my opinion the State Department,
which is one of the most important govemment departments, is thoroughly infested with
Communists.

I have in my hand 57 cases of individuals who would appear to be either card carrying
members or certainly loyal to the Communist Party, but who nevertheless are still helping

to shape our foreign policy...

One thing to remember in discussing the communists in our government is that we are
not dealing with spies who get 30 pieces of silver to steal the blueprints of new weapons.
We are dealing with a far more sinister type of activity because it permits the enemy to
guide and shape our policy.

As you hear this story of high treason, I know that you are saying 1o yourself, "Well, why
doesn't the Congress do something about it?" Actually, ladies and gentlemen, one of the
important reasons for the grafi, the corruption, the dishonesty. the disloyalty, the treason
in high government positions -- one of the most important reasons why this continues --
is a lack of moral uprising on the part of the 140 million American people. In the light of
history, however, this is not hard to explain.

It is the result of an emotional hangover and a temporary moral lapse which follows
every war. It is the apathy to evil which people who have been subjected to the
tremendous evils of war feel. As the people of the world see mass murder, the destruction
of defenseless and innocent people, and all of the crime and lack of morals which go with
war, they become numb and apathetic. It has always been thus afier war. However, the
morals of our people have not been destroyed. They still exist. This cloak of numbness
and apathy has only needed a spark to rekindle them. Happily, this spark has finally been
supplied ... the spark which is resulting in a moral uprising and will end only when the
whole sorry mess of twisted warped thinkers are swept from the national scene so that we
may have a new birth of national honesty and decency in government.



