Transboundary Water Pollution: Resource Extraction in British Columbia Threatens Salmon Populations And Indigenous Communities
Salmon populations are under threat due
to pollution from British Columbian mining
projects. The US-Canada border presents
challenges for remediation eﬀorts and
cooperation in management. For Indigenous communities that have lived on the
coast since long before the border was
imposed on them , this threat is not just an
ecological disaster waiting to happen, it is
a threat to their communities, their livelihoods, and their relationship with the
places they live.
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In 2016 the Teslin Tlingit
harvested salmon for
the ﬁrst time in 17 years
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In 2012, a protest was held in Juneau
demanding that Alaska restore Indigenous
freedoms to hunt and ﬁsh in compliance with
Federal laws. The state still relies on its own
deﬁnition of ‘subsistence.’
"These are not resources to use. These are our
relatives to care for” - Liz Medicine Crow,
president of the First Alaskans Institute
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Map Showing the Taku River Transboundary Watershed. Created by the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game for the Chinook Salmon Research Initiative.
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The communities that live here are tied to the ocean
and to the marine environment not only for access
to traditional and culturally foods, but also to
provide a means for passing on knowledge and
language. Subsistence harvests are about more
than nutrition. For these communities, continuing
to ﬁsh these waters is a means to maintain ties to
place and to resist the colonial legacy of cultural
erasure and alienation from their homelands.
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Watershed data was unavailable at the time of production. To
view transboundary watersheds visit the Alaska Dept. of Natural Resources.

Sources:
www.imperialmetals.com | www.alaskapublic.org | www.adfg.alaska.gov |
www.salmonbeyondborders.org | thetyee.ca/ | www.heiltsuknation.ca |
www.ceaa.gc.ca | www.canada.ca/en.html | blog.nationalgeographic.org/ |
projects.eao.gov.bc.ca | www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca | www.psf.ca |
www.cbc.ca/news | www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca | www.alaskanative.net |
www.roundriver.org | riverswithoutborders.org/ | Union of BC Indian Chiefs |
www.uaf.edu | www.ncai.org | www.nativefederation.org |
www.mining.bc.ca | www.empr.gov.bc.ca | www.seak%p.org |
www.nytimes.com | sustainablesoutheast.net | ak.audubon.org |
mining-atlas.com | http://www.ﬁrstvoices.com
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The Council of the Haida Nation
publishes “Ocean & Way of Life”
in 2011 to preserve names and
knowledge of marine resources
and ecosystems.
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In response to pollution
from an oil spill, the
Heiltsuk Tribal Council
founds the Indigenous
Marine Response Center
in 2017.

400 Kilometers
Map by Mariah Neilsen, May 2018

“The native people in Alaska are as much a part of the environment as the trees
and the ﬁsh... I don’t know if there’s any way in western culture to describe exactly
how we relate to the land...
When I go to my family’s ﬁshing grounds in June and July, I go not just for food, but
(also) for spiritual nourishment. It’s as much a religious experience as anything
else. When I’m there I belong,
I know who I am.”

Disclaimer:

(contact us via the website: http://www.border-rites.org).

Prince Rupert

According to the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game, commercial salmon ﬁshery ‘all
species harvest’ was estimated at 224.6
million wild salmon in 2017, with an estimated
preliminary exvessel value of $678.8 million.

This map shows the location of mining projects in
BC and their status, the locations of major rivers,
and the traditional homelands of the indigenous
nations who live here.
This map was produced by Mariah Neilsen, an American, white colonizer,
while an undergraduate at Middlebury College for the www.border-rites.org
project. Homelands were based on multiple sources, some stemming from
language families and some from self-proclaimed boundaries. Indigenous
names were used where possible. It was my intent to use more, so names
may be changed or added in the future. If this map has misrepresented an
issue, a people, or a position, please let us know and it will be changed
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Mines in British Colombia

Indigenous Nations

The Seabridge Kerr Sulphurets
Mitchell (KSM) Mine is set to be
the largest of its kind and sits
above a tributary of the Unuk
River.

Lorem ipsum

Sitka

There are eight transboundary watersheds that
ﬂow from BC into Alaska. The Taku (T’aaku), the
Stikine (Shtax’heen), and the Unuk (Joonak) are in
particular jeopardy. Environmental organizations,
local oﬃcials, and now the Alaskan government
have called for stricter protections in BC, but it is
time for the Federal government to become
involved.
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Photo by Joe Hitselberger. Taken from KTOO Public Media (Alaska Public Media)

The site of perhaps one of the most well
known mining controversies, Tulesquah Chief
Mine sits on the bank of the Tulesquah River
(part of the Taku Watershed). The owner of
this now closed, but highly contested site is
under order from the BC government to clean
up acid mine drainage. Even after intense
pressure from the community aﬀected and a
recent partnership with Alaskan oﬃcials,
those eﬀorts are not enough.

International League of Conservation Photographers, National Geographic

The Imperial Mining Company, owner of the
tailings dam that failed in the catastrophic
2014 Mt. Polley disaster, is now operating an
even larger mine in the heart of Sacred
Headwaters. This valley is the birthplace of
three important salmon rivers- the Stikine,
the Skeena, and the Nass. Although the
company signed a Co-Management Agreement in 2015 with the Tahltan Nation in BC,
the open-pit Red Chris Mine remains a
concern in both BC and Alaska.

-Richard J. Peterson,
President of Central Council
(Tlingit and Haida Indian
Tribes of Alaska)

“Chíin Xaadee ~ Salmon People II”
- April White, SGaana Jaad (Killer Whale Woman)
of the Haida Nation, Yahgu’jaanaas Raven Clan

April’s work “Salmon Tale” was the ﬁrst
indigenous work to be featured on the
Recreational Fisheries Conservation Stamp.
This stamp is required to be present on all
ﬁshing licenses issued on the BC coast.

Where Can I Go to Learn More?
What Can I Do?
Hear from Indigenous Voices:
- Ocean and Way of Life Brochure produced by the
Council of the Haida Nation
- Haida Gwaii Land Protectors
- The Central Council of the Tlingit and Haida Indian
Tribes of Alaska
- The Heiltsuk Tribal Council
- Tahltan Central Government
- Nisga'a Lisims Government
.... just to name a few!
Visit These Websites:
-www.riverswithoutborders.org
-www.salmonbeyondborders.org
Write to these Agencies:
- Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency
- United States Environmental Protection Agency
- Local Oﬃces and Agencies

