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June 30, 2008

To The Orton Foundation Board:

I am writing this letter to express sincere support and enthusiasm for the proposal
submitted to you by the residents and community members of Starksboro, Vermont.  It is
also with great excitement  that I am writing this letter of support because of the
tremendous possibilities this grant would provide.  As a school, we value community
partnerships and understand our role in creating informed and participating members of
that community.  In fact, our mission statement (which was developed over the past two
years as a collaboration between staff, parents and the larger community) includes the
statement: By focusing on the habits, skills and attitudes necessary to meet life’s
challenges our students will become responsible and contributing community members
and citizens.  I believe that through the arts, and by focussing carefully and thoughtfully
on local opportunities, all children can learn to become engaged and concerned citizens.
It is through art that children can experience the world in many ways and through many
senses.  Art allows children to express ideas in a variety of ways and see differences of
perspectives from all kinds of people.  Art also allows students to communicate their own
unique and powerful ideas.  These are some of the cornerstones of effective citizenship.
When you combine these kinds of opportunities with a sense of ownership and a
connection to a place...you have the makings of an organized and informed citizenship
who cares for the town, the land and most importantly, for the future direction of the
community.  

Recently, the town and school have been working closely to engage all members of our
community.  With an incredibly diverse socioeconomic background and a large
geographic area there are often parts of our larger community that remain unengaged and
disaffected.  Our work has allowed us to collect information on attitudes and needs within
the mobile home parks in the town, it has focussed on how to provide needed outreach
and services to all areas of town, and it has allowed us to begin the conversation of how
to empower and engage all members of our community.  I strongly believe that, if
accepted, this grant would help us continue this effort to bring our community together
and to engage even more effectively, the people of our town.  

Schools are often at the heart of  small communities.  Starksboro is no different.  We are
by far, the largest portion of local taxes, we are the largest employer in town, and we are
the largest public structure in town.  The school is used for town meetings, weddings,
birthdays, and all sorts of public and private events.  We are proud that people see the
school as an important part of the town and have continually supported the work of our
school.  I believe that the strength of a school is directly related to the support it receives
from the town where that school is located.  This grant is particularly exciting for the
school because of the unique nature of the grant which requires and supports partnerships
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within the town.  I am incredibly enthusiastic about the possibilities for collaboration
between local organizations and the school.  This is one of the best ways that I can think
of to grow a school and a community together to encourage engaged and concerned
citizens.  I fully support the grant application and look forward to the possibility of
collaboration with members of our community.  I would also like to thank you for the
opportunity and encouragement to think carefully as a town about how we can more
effectively work together.  

Please feel free to call me with any questions you might have.  I am anxiously awaiting
your decision!

Sincerely,

Daniel Noel
Principal


