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Paige Ackerson-Kiely is the author of My Love is a Dead Arctic Explorer (Ahsahta 2012), In 
No One's Land (Ahsahta 2007) and other works of poetry and prose. Her work appears 
regularly in nationally renowned journals and has been translated into several languages. She 
lives in West Addison, Vermont. 
 
Louella Bryant is the author of Full Bloom, a collection stories, While In Darkness There Is 
Light, a book of nonfiction set during the Vietnam War, and three books for young readers. 
Her award winning short stories, poems and essays have appeared in magazines and 
anthologies. Louella is on the faculty of Spalding University’s MFA in Writing program and 
currently is at work on a screenplay about Willie Carter Sharpe, the most famous female 
moonshine runner of the Prohibition era. Visit her website at http://louellabryant.com. 
 
Jeffrey Carver is a science fiction writer and teacher whose work includes a novelization of 
Battlestar Galactica (SciFi miniseries), and the Nebula-nominated Eternity's End. Currently 
he's writing the latest volume in his popular series The Chaos Chronicles. His work is often 
characterized as hard science fiction, but his greatest love remains character, story, and a 
healthy sense of wonder. As a teacher, Carver has worked with students at MIT, Odyssey 
Workshop, NEYWC, and is cofounder of the Ultimate SF Writing Workshop in the Boston 
area. His online writing course at writeSF.com is free to all, and his website can be found at 
starrigger.net. 
 
Matthew Dickerson is the author of several books including works of fiction, biography, 
philosophy, narrative non-fiction, and literary exploration. His forthcoming novel, The Rood 
and the Torc: the Song of Kristinge, Son of Finn, is a work of medieval historical romance set 
in mid-7th century northern Europe. In 2013 he published A Hobbit Journey: Discovering the 
Enchantment of J.R.R.Tolkien's Middle-earth, his fifth book exploring mythopoeic and 
fantastic literature -- especially the writings of J.R.R.Tolkien and C.S.Lewis. He has also 
written essays and narratives on fishing, outdoors, nature, and ecology for a variety of 
magazines and newspapers. Matthew has been the director of the New England Young Writers 
Conference since 2003. You can visit his website at www.matthewdickerson.net  

 
Robert Faivre is Professor of English at SUNY Adirondack, where for twenty years he has 
taught a range of subjects from basic academic literacy to science writing to literary analysis. 
He has published a fair number of critical essays and three chapbooks of poems, the most 
recent of the latter being Cultured Wildness: 21 Paragraphics (Wood Thrush Books, 2008). 
He is also a doctoral candidate at the University at Albany, completing a dissertation on 
dialectics of reading. It's OK to ask him what that means. 
 
Geof Hewitt began writing poems in high school, 50 years ago, when rhythms and rhymes, 
the "rules of poetry" were changing. His published work includes four books of poems and 
three on teaching writing, including Today You Are My Favorite Poet: Writing Poems with 
Teenagers; Hewitt's Guide to Slam Poetry and Poetry Slam; and The Perfect Heart: Selected 
and New Poems. Vermont's reigning slam poetry champion (the last championship event was 
in 2004), he offers writing and slam workshops in schools and libraries, and hosts slams 
throughout Vermont. 
 
Jamie-Lee Josselyn is the Associate Director of Recruitment at the University of 
Pennsylvania's Center for Programs in Contemporary Writing, where she also teaches 
nonfiction writing. She holds a BA from the University of Pennsylvania and an MFA from 

Bennington College. She has led and coordinated many panels, discussions, and other literary 
programs at Penn's Kelly Writers House, a creative community for writers of all kinds. Her 
nonfiction has been published in The Sun, The Philadelphia Inquirer, and LOST Magazine, 
and she has worked as the nonfiction editor of The Bennington Review. 
 
Karl Lindholm has been at Middlebury College for a long time in many different roles. He 
graduated from there in 1967, taught high school for eight years, then came back to 
Middlebury to work in the Dean of Students Office in 1976. He has a doctorate in American 
Studies and a special interest in baseball and American culture (baseball’s Negro leagues, in 
particular), the Vietnam War, and the literature and culture of northern New England. He 
teaches in the American Studies Program at Middlebury and publishes here and there. He is 
engaged now with a variety of long projects, in various states of completion, that perhaps he 
will share with you if you twist his arm.  
 
Sheila McGrory-Klyza is a food writer whose articles and essays have appeared in Whisk, 
Culture: the Word on Cheese, Northern Woodlands, and Edible Green Mountains, among 
others. She is the creator of the blog The Vermont Epicure (www.thevermontepicure.com), 
where she writes about food, place, and family. Also a published poet, she was the co-editor of 
poetry at Wild Earth journal for ten years. She has taught at Phillips Academy, the University 
of Vermont, and Middlebury College and lives in Bristol, Vermont, with her husband and two 
teenaged daughters. 
 
Alison Moncrief’s poems have appeared in The Paris Review, Denver Quarterly, Barrow 
Street, Copper Nickle and elsewhere. She's been a finalist for the Gulf Coast Poetry Prize, 
“Discovery”/Boston Review Poetry Contest and a Ruth Lilly Poetry Fellowship. She is a 
poetry editor for The New Haven Review, and has taught Creative Writing at NYU and Yale 
University. She is the recipient of a 2012 Rowland Fellowship for High School 
Transformation and lives in Burlington, VT with her husband and daughter.  
 
Rita Murphy is the author of five books of Young Adult fiction.  Her first book, Night Flying, 
won the Delacorte Press Prize at Random House Children's Books in 1999 and was voted one 
of the Best Books for Young Adults by The American Library Association and Smithsonian 
Magazine. Her other books include Black Angels (2001), Harmony (2002), Looking For Lucy 
Buick (2005), and Bird (2008). She studied writing at the University of Vermont and dance at 
The Naropa Institute in Boulder, Colorado.   She has been a creative writing instructor at The 
Monteverde Friends School in Monteverde, Costa Rica and a guest author in Vermont Public 
Schools.  Rita lives in Charlotte, Vermont with her husband and son. 
 
Linda Opyr is the Nassau County Poet Laureate 2011-13.  She is the author of seven 
collections of poetry. Her work has appeared in numerous anthologies, journals, magazines 
and newspapers, including The Hudson Review, The Atlanta Review, The Paterson Literary 
Review, and The New York Times. She is the author of seven volumes of poetry, most recently 
The Ragged Cedar. 
 
Gina Ochsner lives in Keizer, Oregon and divides her time between writing and teaching at 
Corban University in Salem.  She is the author of the short story collection The Necessary 
Grace to Fall, which received the Flannery O’Connor Award for Short Fiction and the story 
collection People I Wanted to Be.  Both books received the Oregon Book Award. Her novel 
The Russian Dreambook of Colour and Flight was long-listed for the Orange Award (UK).  
Ochsner is an avid reader of all genres and in  particular enjoys young adult novels and fairy 
tales retold for both younger and more mature audiences. 



 
Tom Paine’s short story collection, Scar Vegas (Harcourt), was a New York Times Notable 
Book of the Year and a Pen/Hemingway Award finalist. Stories in this collection were 
published in The New Yorker, Harper’s, Playboy, Boston Review, the New England Review, 
Zoetrope, the Oxford American, and Story as well as in the award anthologies The   O. Henry 
Awards and The Pushcart Prize. A graduate of Princeton and the Columbia MFA program, he 
is an assistant professor in the MFA program at the University of New Hampshire. 
 
Grace Pettis has, in her short career, built a reputation as a respected songwriter among 
artists, industry, and fans. The winner of NPR's Mountain Stage NewSong Contest and 
Kerrville Folk Festival's New Folk Contest, Grace has amassed an impressive collection of 
awards, accolades, and glowing reviews. Grace partnered for a second time with producer 
Billy Crockett and Blue Rock Studio to make her critically acclaimed "TWO BIRDS" album 
(2012). Maverick Magazine featured a FIVE STAR review, touting "If you purchase only one 
album this year, TWO BIRDS is it!"   For Grace, the album was a success long before its 
release.  Loyal fans contributed roughly $32,000 to its making.  TWO BIRDS marks the 
culmination of years of writing, touring and surviving as an independent 
artist. www.gracepettis.com 
 
Marjorie Ryerson is the author of award-winning photography and non-fiction books and a 
well-published poet and photo-journalist. She is a professor of non-fiction writing and poetry. 
Her book, Companions for the Passage: Stories of the Intimate Privilege of Accompanying the 
Dying, was published in 2005, her photo book Water Music in 2003. She also has co-authored 
several additional books. She edits books for NEARI Press in Holyoke, MA and is the director 
of the international non-profit Water Music, Inc., which raises awareness across cultures about 
the importance and fragility of water. The project also raises revenue for the United Nations’ 
Water Music Fund, which is used to provide safe drinking water for families around the world. 
Marjorie holds an MFA in poetry from the University of Iowa Writers’ Workshop. 
 
David Schein is a writer, performer and teacher. He has worked extensively with Whoopi 
Goldberg and also with Robert Wilson, Guillermo Gomez-Peña and Geof Hewitt.  Schein has 
made radio art for NPR in Tijuana and developed theater and writing programs for inner-city 
youth in Chicago. In 2002 he created One Love AIDS/HIV Awareness Theater in Ethiopia and 
has made nine trips to Ethiopia to work with One Love. He has taught at Naropa, Brown 
University, Middlebury College, Burlington College and the (VT) Governor’s Institute for the 
Arts. Currently he performs his solo shows, “MYethiOPIA” and “Out Comes Butch” in 
colleges and theaters around New England. 
 
Rone Shavers has published in multiple genres and received numerous creative fellowships,. 
His fiction has appeared in ACM: Another Chicago Magazine, Milkmag literary magazine, 
www.identitytheory.com, Nth Word, Pank magazine, and Warpland: A Journal of Black 
Literature and Ideas, to name several venues, while his essays and reviews have appeared in 
such publications as BOMB Magazine, EBR: Electronic Book Review, the Los Angeles 
Reader, and The Quarterly Conversation. He is Assistant Professor of English at the College 
of Saint Rose in Albany, NY, where he teaches literature and creative writing, and is currently 
completing a novel. 
 
Kathy Skubikowski teaches writing and literature and directs the Writing Program at 
Middlebury College.  Among her favorite courses are “The Art of the Personal Essay” and 
“Imagining Nature.”  She has published books and articles and given multiple presentations on 

teaching, and the teaching of writing in particular, including Social Justice Education: Inviting 
Faculty to Transform their Institutions and Writing in the Disciplines at Middlebury College. 
 
Samn Stockwell has been widely published, and her two books, Theater of Animals and 
Recital, won the National Poetry Series and the Editor’s Prize at Elixir, respectively. Her 
manuscript Our Common History was a finalist at Four Way books and recent work has been 
published in Mudlark, Raritan, and Threepenny Review. She has an M.F.A. from Warren 
Wilson College, lives in Montpelier, VT and has taught poetry and English at the New 
England Young Writer’s Conference, Community College of Vermont and the former Adult 
Degree Program at Vermont College. 
 
David Surette’s new book of poetry is The Immaculate Conception Mothers’ Club.  He is 
also the author of Young Gentlemen’s School, and  Easy to Keep, Hard to Keep In which 
earned  Highly Recommended  status at the 8th Annual Massachusetts Book Awards. He 
teaches and coaches varsity hockey at East Bridgewater High School. 
 
Linda Urban is the author of the award-winning middle grade novels A Crooked Kind of 
Perfect (2007) and Hound Dog True(2011), and the picture book Mouse Was Mad, which was 
a 2010 Children's Choice Award finalist. Her latest novel, The Center of Everything, was 
published in March 2013 and her next picture book, Little Red Henry, is scheduled for release 
in 2014. Linda lives with her husband and two kids in Montpelier, Vermont in a red saltbox 
house crammed with books. 
 
Karla VanVliet, after attending Bennington College, finished her BA at Goddard College.  
She then received her MFA in Poetry from Vermont College and is now working as the 
Administrative Coordinator and Coordinator of Admissions for the New England Young 
Writers’ Conference at Bread Loaf.   Karla has published poems in Painted Bride Quarterly, 
Poet Lore, The Dry Creek Review, Plainsongs, Ship of Fools, The Eleventh Muse, Avocet and 
Many Mountains Moving.  She is the author of a book of poems titled The River From My 
Mouth (North of Eden Press, 2010). Karla is the director of the Center for Archetypal 
Dreamwork. She is the artistic director of North of Eden Press and North of Eden as well as 
the co-founder and co-editor of deLuge, an online literary and arts journal devoted to 
Archetypal Dreamwork. 
 
Edwin Webbley a long time teacher of writing and literature in Vermont and Missouri, 
has won numerous awards for his poetry and short fiction. A native of St. Johnsbury, VT, 
he traces his literary interest to long hours spent in the St. Johnsbury Atheneum and to 
a reading by Galway Kinnell at the junior high the same day the Sox clinched the 
“Impossible Dream.” He is a graduate of the Bread Loaf School of English (MA'91) and 
currently serves as the principal at Vergennes Union High School in Vergennes, Vermont. 
 
Alex Wolff is a senior writer with Sports Illustrated and the New York Times bestselling 
author of Big Game, Small World: A Basketball Adventure, which the Times named a Notable 
Book for 2002. His SI stories have appeared in Best American Sports Writing and he has 
taught a course at Princeton called Writing About Sports and the Wider World. He lives down 
the mountain from Bread Loaf in Cornwall, Vt., where he and his wife, Vanessa, raise their 
two kids and founded the Vermont Frost Heaves, which won two American Basketball 
Association titles. 


