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DJ Skelton is the Commander of Echo Company, 229th Military Intelligence Battalion at the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center in Monterey, CA.  He is also one of the leading advocates for Wounded Warriors, playing a key role in strategic policy development and analysis regarding care for Wounded Warriors.  Prior to his current position, he founded the successful 501(c)3, Paradox Sports, in which he remains the President.

Raised in a small village in South Dakota, DJ attended the University of South Dakota.  He enlisted in the United States Army as a Chinese Interrogator, attending the Defense Language Institute.  DJ was accepted into the United States Military Academy in 1999 and pursued a degree in Political Science focusing on China US relations.  In 2003 he commissioned as an Army Infantry officer.  While serving as a Platoon Leader in Iraq during the 2nd Battle of Fallujah in November 2004, DJ was hit in the chest with a RPG and was severely wounded.  He lost his left eye, upper palate, partial use of left arm and right leg.  

DJ joined the ranks of only a handful of severely wounded service members who have successfully remained on active duty.  He has written a book, Our Hero Handbook, which is the leading resource manual aiding thousands of wounded and their families through the recovery process, with over 20,000 in print.  DJ served as a Military Advisor to the Deputy Secretary of Defense, Gordon England from February 2006 until November 2007.  In 2006 DJ became one of the youngest fellows to attend Harvard’s Senior Executive Fellowship Program.  He now lives with his dog, Mattie, in Monterey, CA. DJ continues to travel extensively giving motivational speeches as well as academic lectures.  He is currently researching the topic Post Traumatic Growth, an insight into resiliency and overcoming traumatic events in ones life.  

DJ’s hobbies include rock climbing, surfing, running and dog sledding.  He speaks Chinese-Mandarin. 
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Bill Murphy Jr. is the author of “In a Time of War: the Proud & Perilous Journey of West Point’s Class of 2002.” A lawyer and former Army Reserve officer, he reported from Iraq for The Washington Post in 2007. He lives in Washington, D.C.
In a Time of War  was born as a footnote in a memo I wrote to Bob Woodward of The Washington Post. 

In 2005, I applied to be Bob’s research assistant on his next writing project, and as part of the interview process, he asked me to critique Plan of Attack, his book about President Bush’s decision to invade Iraq. 

There’s a scene in that book in which Bush announces a new foreign policy doctrine—one that ultimately put the country on the path to war in Iraq. I was struck by the fact that Bush gave the speech at the West Point commencement in June 2002. If Bob hired me, I wrote in the footnote, he should ask me to locate a few members of the West Point class who graduated that day and find out how their lives were affected by Bush’s new doctrine. 

I got the job, and my first assignment was to follow up on the footnote. I tracked down several dozen members of the class of 2002 and started interviewing them. But then Bob’s new book, State of Denial, went in a different direction, and I thought that was the end of it. Wrong: word of my research had spread, and now the class of 2002 was contacting me. And when your phone rings, and it’s a soldier who’s never told anyone about what he saw in Iraq, you listen.

After I finished my work on State of Denial, I went to Iraq, embedded with the military, and shadowed some of the young officers from the class. And I continued to listen (and laugh and cry) as they talked about their spouses and their families, about the births of their children and the deaths of their brothers in arms, about the horrors of war and the beauty they found in small acts of kindness.

My hope is that when you read this book, you’ll feel that you’ve come to know a few good men and women—fellow citizens whose lives have been utterly defined by the two wars our nation has waged for more than five years. And I hope you’ll feel, as I do, that we should honor these proud soldiers who have sacrificed so much to serve our country in a time of war.

MIKE CERRE

A former ABC News correspondent and anchorman/reporter for San Francisco’s NBC affiliate, he has earned five national and local Emmy Awards for his reporting. His documentary productions have earned the prestigious Peabody Award, Cable Ace Award and CINE Eagle Awards.

He licensed the television rights to GEO Magazine from Bertelsmann in Germany and produced the first global television magazine specials for the NBC stations and The Discovery Channel. They evolved into the GLOBE Tv series co-produced with ABC, which aired on A&E and foreign networks in thirty countries.

During the information technology revolution of the 90’s, he used his global consortium of producers and videographers to help major technology companies communicate their global strategies. He developed and produced the weekly SCAN series on CNBC for IBM’s Solutions for a Small Planet campaign and was the Editorial Director and Executive Producer for the One Digital Day book, FORTUNE cover story and CNN Special celebrating Intel’s thirtieth anniversary.

He made the transition to the internet programming in 1998 by producing EXCAPE, an online and real world scavenger hunt for the Excite web portal with the creator of the best-selling Where in the World is Carmen San Diego CD-ROM. Netcentives acquired his new media business in 1999.

As a result of his various communications projects, he has been a moderator, panelist and contributor to the World Economic Forum, UN Foundation, World Affairs Council, Milken Institute, Stanford Publishing Course and the American University in Paris & Cairo and USC’s Annenberg School of Communication.
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Lieutenant Colonel Danial D. Pick

LTC Pick graduated from the University of Washington in 1987.  He entered active duty as a military intelligence officer and served as a scout platoon leader and battalion S2 in 3rd Battalion, 66th Armor Regiment in Garlstedt, Germany,  deploying to Operations Desert Shield/Storm in January 1991 as S2 3/66 Armor Battalion.  Following graduation from the Military Intelligence Officer Advance Course, LTC Pick served with 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne) as Commander, Military Intelligence Detachment and Group S2.  LTC Pick became a Middle East Foreign Area Officer (FAO) in 1996.  His FAO assignments include: Kuwaiti Land Forces Advisor, OMC-Kuwait; FAO Assignment Officer, Army Human Resources Command, WA D.C.; Executive Officer, Human Intelligence Team, 2nd Battalion, 10th Special Forces Group (Airborne), Northern Iraq; Army Attaché, U.S. Embassy, Amman, Jordan; Policy Officer, Office of the Secretary of Defense; and FAO Program Director, Defense Language Institute.  LTC Pick holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Near Eastern Languages and Civilization from the University of Washington, a Master of Military Studies from Marine Corps University, Quantico, and a Master of Arts degree in Near Eastern Studies from Princeton University.  He speaks Arabic, Persian-Farsi, Persian-Dari, and Assyrian.  He is a graduate of Marine Corps Command and Staff College, Defense Language Institute Basic Arabic Course, Jumpmaster Course, Military Intelligence Officer Basic and Advance Courses, Ranger School and Airborne School.  His decorations include the Combat Action Badge, Bronze Star Medal with oak leaf cluster, and Iraq Campaign Medal with arrowhead device.  LTC Pick is married to the former Karen VanSkyhawk, and they have two children; Dalton (11) and Lauren (8).  LTC Pick is a student of the middle east and enjoys running, skiing,
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