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Volunteer Mariposa Girls Group Leader

Post Start Date: July 1, 2010 – May 30, 2011

Position Description:  

Adolescence is a critical time in life for all children, but for girls it will chart the course for the rest of her life.  The Mariposa DR Foundation is looking for a volunteer to work intensely with girls at this crucial moment of transition by leading one of our adolescent girls groups. The Mariposa DR Foundation commits following these girls throughout their entire adolescence, providing them with access to mentors and the tools they need to become active community leaders for social change.  
This volunteer will serve as a social worker and role model for about 15 at-risk adolescent Dominican and Haitian girls ranging in age from 12-17 years old.  They will be responsible for recruiting the girls, forming a cohesive group, planning and executing leadership and communication building activities, teaching academic and job skills, and following them throughout the year to ensure they stay in school and are making healthy life choices.  

This position will require that the volunteer first meet with teachers to discuss potential candidates, identifying girls with that demonstrate leadership potential, but are confronting challenges in school or at home.   Next, the volunteer will spend time interviewing and talking with each girl, visiting her home, meeting with her teachers and parents to get a holistic picture of who she is and her unique and challenging circumstances.  Your job will be to follow these girls throughout the year, mentoring them, helping them discover their passions, set goals, and achieve them.  

The volunteer will be responsible for planning and executing activities that will bond their 15-20 girls into a cohesive group, such as art projects, sports, baking, sewing, gardening, yoga, excursions, horseback riding, or community service projects.  Within the safe girl-space that the volunteer will create, the girls will be free to connect with other young women, forming lifelong bonds of friendship, support, and accountability.  Additionally, this safe space will allow them to be themselves, discover their dream, learn new skills and celebrate their accomplishments.

The volunteer will be responsible for training them in academic and life skills.  In smaller groups, the volunteer may offer academic tutoring, English class, swimming lessons, internship programs and more.  The volunteer will serve as a mentor to these girls, helping to ensure they are in school and making healthy choices for their lives.  The volunteer will continue visiting the homes and schools of the girls, meeting with teachers and parents, catching and addressing concerns or unhealthy life choices at their inception.
Spanish language fluency is a huge plus and some Spanish language knowledge is necessary for this position.   Experience working with at-risk adolescent girls and in cross-cultural situations is also a plus.

Program Fees:

The 2010 Program fee for year-long volunteers is $8,000 US.  This includes

· Pick-up from Puerto Plata Airport and Cabarete Orientation

· Housing with a Dominican Family or Apartment in a safe Dominican neighborhood

· Modest living stipend

· Oversight

To Apply:

To apply for a year-long volunteer post with The Mariposa DR Foundation please send a resume and three letters of recommendation to info@mariposadrfoundation.org.

