( writing (
1. Writing will be submitted approximately every few weeks. This gives you some freedom as to what you may write on, but it is not total (freedom never is…), since you will address a reading/discussion/topic from within this time period. It is up to you whether you want to look at multiple or individual readings in your writing. Both carry their own plusses and minuses. Decide what works best for the argument you wish to make.
2. The length of the semester makes it impossible to cover all the important nooks and crannies of sociology, but we still manage to cram a lot of information into the time allotted. Depth, however, is sometimes sacrificed for breadth. Fear not, for the dangling threads and forking paths are not a problem, but rather an opening for you to take things in the direction(s) you want to follow. Other than the general guidelines given here, you may write on whatever you want. Sure, I could direct your writing with specific questions, but finding the important questions is at least as important as answering them.

3. Your writing should be neither summary nor unsupported opinion. You should do more than exclaim, This reading rulez/sux! While what you “think” or “feel” can lead toward deeper engagement with the material, let it serve as an entry point and not take center stage. Process the material – read, think, react, and then explore/engage/elaborate on your reaction. Focus on one or two points of interest (there will not be room for much more) and take (escort/drag/cajole) them as far as you can down the analytical path. Good analytical writing focuses on the mechanism of the argument itself, rather than staying at the surface. Think about the process outlined by the readings, instead of simply looking at the conclusions. Important hint: what many people think is their conclusion would be better treated as the starting point for their argument.

4. Make a clear argument and place it in a compelling context. First, remember that an argument is more than a list of points; it logically develops those points into a strong coherent system leading to a conclusion. Do not expect me to connect the dots for you, because I can assure you that I most certainly will not (or, if I do, I am quite likely to connect them in ways you wish I wouldn’t). Save both of us the heartache and make the connections explicit in your writing. Strive towards originality – that does not mean you must make an argument no one has ever put down on paper before (although, by all means, do not shrink from doing so), but it does mean avoid making gross generalizations about actors (Society makes us evil!) or about outcomes (Poverty is bad!). Again, these might be fine starting points, but do not be satisfied to end with them. Additionally, consider the implications of your argument. Ask yourself, Why is this important? How does my argument add to the discussion? What is the discussion anyway? Some possibilities: Look inward (i.e., does the evidence support the conclusion? is the logical structure coherent?) or look outward (consider the ‘so what?’ question or how these ideas may help us better understand the larger world). That is, consider focusing on critique or application (or even both).
5. This is your writing, but it does not mean it should be all about you. It’s okay if you are featured prominently in your writing (they are your words/ideas/arguments, after all, so don’t be shy about the using the first person), but remember that you are not the Alpha and Omega of the world. Engaging with texts and ideas requires empathy for the author and the ability to move beyond the self without erasing it. Also, remember you write for an audience. Have empathy for them too! It is not enough to convince yourself. To that point, don’t forget your reader doesn’t have access to your inner mind, so fill in those gaps, please.
6. Be flexible. Texts carry multiple readings; some support each other, while others contradict. Don’t get lost in the maze of competing interpretations, but don’t get stuck in a rut either. 

7. For the love of all that is holy, please write with care and thoughtfulness. This writing need not be overly formal – in fact, feel free to be as informal as you like. But do not mistake informality with sloppy, unclear writing. These are to be short, but not superficial. Make a point and get to it as quickly as possible. No use wasting anyone’s time (yours or mine) with unnecessary lead-ins (this is an contextual distinction, so you should decide what’s important and convince your readers). Shortness leaves little room for ambiguity, so make your points in a clear and structured fashion. Also, it’s best to argue in good faith, and not to act like the person(‘s ideas) you are arguing against are stupid. They may be wrong, but that’s not because they’re stupid, so try harder.
8. Revise. I know you don’t want to do it, but do it anyway. This need not involve a great deal of time, so do it even if you are writing only hours before it’s due. Revising means more than just fixing grammar and spelling (note: this stuff is important to fix, of course, but I am much more interested in clarity of argument than spelling. Having said that, don’t overly rely on your computer to spell check for you). I strongly urge you to read your work out loud to guarantee it makes sense. Many of you will find this silly and/or uncomfortable. That doesn’t mean it doesn’t work.

9. Even though I advocate that you revise the first version that you turn in, I want to remind you that the first version will not necessarily be the FINAL version. You will turn in completed work. I will give feedback. At the end of the semester, you will submit revised versions of some/all the original papers in one fell swoop (including some discussion of your revision process). You will write FOUR (4) papers, revising up to 3 (THREE).
10. Dear lord, that’s a lot of rules! One more: relax and take chances. Don’t get too hung up on whether you are RIGHT ABOUT EVERYTHING. Focus on how well you make your case. Writing is a way to start thinking things through. Take advantage of that opportunity by challenging yourself. While the subject matter can cover serious topics, don’t take yourself too seriously. More than just being funny (which is fine and encouraged), this involves relaxing and seeing where your thoughts take you – especially if it is somewhere unexpected.

11. If you are struggling with your writing, or want to improve your already wonderful writing, don’t hesitate to take full advantage of all the resources on campus, from your teacher (me!) or writing tutors or others. But we/they can’t help unless you ask. So ask!
12. The first one is due friday 27 september. You should email me your work by one minute before midnight. Good luck.

13. There is no 13th point. I just wanted to make it to lucky number 13. 

