HIST0217
Questions for Jacob Riis’ How the Other Half Lives
(especially introduction, chps. 1-6, 9-16, 20-21, 24-25, appendix)

1. How would you describe Riis’ attitude toward the “Other Half”?  What are his assumptions about the humbler classes?  Would you say that he is prejudiced?

2. How does Riis conceive of the city?

3. What is the principal problem of the city according to Riis?

4. What reforms does he offer?

5. Do you think Jacob Riis and Jane Addams could work together?

6. What does Riis’ photography tell us about American urbanization?

7. How does this book relate to last week’s reading (Rae and Warner)?

8. Pick a passage that you would like to share with the rest of your discussion group.
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