Discussion Questions

Thomas Sugrue’s The Origins of the Urban Crisis

Intro., chps. 1, 3-5, 7-9, conclusion

1. When did the urban crisis first take shape in Detroit?  What were the critical causes?

2. How is race entangled in the urban crisis as described by Thomas Sugrue?

3. What does the Detroit experience tell us about making sense of the broader civil rights movement?

4. What was the role of government in creating the urban crisis?

5. Do you think that the Detroit experience is singular or in some fundamental way reflects the broader experience of older, industrial American cities during the twentieth century?

6. What do you think Sugrue would say about Jane Jacobs’ book, The Death and Life of Great American Cities?  What would she say about his book?

7. Can anything be done to reverse the effects of the urban crisis that Sugrue sketches out?  Has the urban crisis ended?
8. What role do politics play in the fate of cities?

