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“The magnification of all the dimensions of life,” writes Lewis Mumford, “through emotional communion, rational communication, technological mastery, and above all, dramatic representation, has been the supreme office of the city in history.”  Mumford’s appraisal of the mission of the city can be debated, but the importance of the city to civilization, and certainly American civilization, cannot be denied.  This course traces the history of the city in America from the colonial era to the present.  It explores why Americans have huddled in concentrated settlements and the consequences of that huddling.  Special attention will be given to the growth of the industrial city in the late nineteenth century, the rise of the modern metropolis of the twentieth century, and the challenges facing urban America in the twenty-first century.  
Requirements


All students are expected to attend every class and perform the assignments on time.  Discussions are a central part of the course, and students are expected to be active participants.  A short research probe is due on Wednesday, October 12th, and a longer term paper is due on Friday, December 9th.  A mid-term examination on Wednesday, October 19th, and a final examination tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, December 14th, will be opportunities for students to synthesize material covered in the course and to wrestle with important issues and topics.


There are three scheduled documentaries on Tuesday evenings across the term.  You are asked as well to select a film on an urban topic on your own, watch it, and write a two-page commentary on how your selection illuminates important themes in American urban history.  That commentary is due by Friday, December 2nd.


A final grade will be based on the following scale:



Final Examination
--   30 percent



Term Paper

--   30 percent



Mid-term

--   15 percent



Participation

--   15 percent

Research Probe           --   10 percent


All of your work in the class must, of course, comply with the College’s policy on academic honesty.  The Honor Code must be signed on all written work for this course.


Five of the books (they are starred below) are available at the College Store and at the reserve desk at the Library.   Excerpts and articles are available on electronic reserve (ER).  The password is 2257jr.

I have set up a WordPress site for this course; I anticipate that you all will contribute to its development.  Its URL is http://blogs.middlebury.edu/hist0217af11/.
Schedule of Classes

Mon., Sept.    12         Introduction

Wed., Sept.    14        The Urban Tradition

First Discussion:  Joel Kotkin, “Places Sacred, Safe, and Busy,” “Sacred Origins,” “The Greek Achievement,” “Rome—The First Megacity,” and “Europe’s Urban Renaissance”; Lewis Mumford, “What is a City?”; Louis Wirth, “Urbanism as a Way of Life” (all ER)

Mon., Sept.    19        Patterns of New World Settlement

Tues., Sept.    20       FILM: “The Country and the City, Episode One: 1609-1825,” 
                        
New York:  A Documentary Film,” SDL 110, 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., Sept.    21       Cities in a New Land

Second Discussion: Benjamin L. Carp, “Port in a Storm,” and “The Forgotten City,” in Rebels Rising: Cities and the American Revolution, 23-61, 215-224; Frederick Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom, 185-194, 205-217; Paul E. Johnson, “Society,” in A Shopkeeper’s Millennium, 37-55; Christine Stansell, “Women in the Neighborhoods,” in City of Women, 41-62 (all ER)
Mon., Sept.   26       Order and Disorder in American Cities before the Civil War

Wed., Sept.   28       Developing an Urban Network

Third Discussion:  *William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis, prologue, chps. 1-2, either chp. 3, 4, or 5, chps. 6-7, pages 364 to end

Sat.,    Oct.     1       Field Trip to Burlington, Vermont

Mon.,  Oct.    3       The Industrial City

Wed.,  Oct.    5       The Heyday of American Urbanism

Fourth Discussion:  *Sam Bass Warner, Jr., Streetcar Suburbs; Douglas Rae, “Living Local,” in City: Urbanism and Its End, 113-140 (ER) 
Mon.   Oct.   10     Immigrants and the City

Wed.,   Oct.   12     Reforming the City

Wed.,   Oct.   12    Lecture by Keith Reeves, Robert A. Jones Conference Room, 4:30
 

      p.m.

Fifth Discussion:  *Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives; John Coleman Davis, “What a Great City Might Be—A Lesson from the White City,” New England Magazine (March 1896) 3-13 (ER)
Mon.,  Oct.  17     The New Culture and the City

Wed.,  Oct.  19     Mid-term Examination—in class (No discussion sections for the 




    rest of the week)

Mon.,  Oct. 24     October Break—No Class
Wed.,  Oct. 26     Urban Subcultures

Sixth Discussion:  George Chauncey, Jr., “The Policed: Gay Men’s Strategies of Everyday Resistance,” in William Taylor, ed., Inventing Times Square, 315-328; Lisa M. Fine, “Venturing into a Masculine World,” in The Souls of the Skyscraper, 17-28; Kathy Peiss, “The Coney Island Excursion,” in Cheap Amusements, 115-138;  Horace R. Cayton and St. Clair Drake, “Bronzeville,” in Black Metropolis, 379-397 (all ER)


Mon.,   Oct. 31    The Rise of Ghettoes

Tues.,   Nov.  1   FILM: “The City,” SDL 110, 7:30 p.m.

Wed.    Nov.  2    Asphalt Nation
             Seventh Discussion:  *Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American

 Cities, intro., any two chps. from Part I, chaps. 7, 12, and one other from Part II,

 one chp. from Part III, chaps. 18, 22; Robert Moses, “What the Big Cities 

 Must Do to Stay Alive” in Public Works, 424-429  (ER)
Mon.,   Nov.   7   The Suburban Boom
Wed.,   Nov.   9   The Urban Crisis

Eight Discussion:  *Thomas Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis, intro., chps. 1, 3-5, 7-9, conclusion

Mon.,   Nov.  14   The Western City

Tues.,   Nov. 15   FILM: “Street Fight,” SDL 110, 7:30 p.m.
Wed.,  Nov.  16   The Southern City

Ninth Discussion:  Mike Davis, “Fortress L.A.,” in City of Quartz, 223-263; Joel Garreau, in Edge City, xix-xxiii, 1-16, 138-178; Hal Rothman, “Instant Metropolis: Building a City without Basements or Closets,” in Neon Metropolis: How Las Vegas Started the Twenty-First Century, 261-290 (all ER)

Mon,  Nov.   21    Constructing the Modern American City

Wed., Nov.    23   Thanksgiving Break—No Class
Mon., Nov.   28    Building of the Modern American City 
Wed.,  Nov.   30   Revitalizing Cities
Tenth Discussion:  Andres Duany, Elizabeth Plater-Zybert, and Jeff Speck, Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream, 3-37, 183-214; Robert Bruegmann, “Sprawl and Accessibility,” Journal of Transport and Land Use, 2008; Alexander von Hoffman, House by House, Block by Block, 7-18, 246-256; Elijah Anderson, “Cosmopolitan Canopy,” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, September 2004, 14-31;  Andrew Rice, “Life on the Line:  Why Mexico’s Pain is El Paso’s Gain,” New York Times Magazine, July 31 2011; Max Page, “The Heights and Depths of Urbanism: Fifth Avenue and the Creative Destruction of Manhattan,” in Roberta Moudry, ed., The American Skyscraper: Cultural Histories, 165-184 (all ER)
Mon.,  Dec.     5   Cities in Crisis
Wed.,  Dec.     7 Urban Prospects

Eleventh Discussion:  Joel Kotkin, “The Rise and Fall of the Third Coast: The Gulf Region’s Ascendancy in U.S.,” Forbes, June 23, 2011; “Opportunity Urbanism: An Emerging Paradigm for the Twenty-First Century”; Richard Florida, “How the Crash Will Reshape America,” Atlantic, March 2009,  Witold Rybczynski, “The Kind of Cities We Want,” and “The Kind of Cities We Need,” in Makeshift Metropolis, 163-200;  Edward Glaeser, “How Do Cities Succeed,” and “Flat World, Tall City,” in Triumph of the City, 223-270
Final Examination: Wednesday, December 14, 9:00 a.m. to noon (tentative schedule)
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