
	

CW	Assignment	#2:	Expectations,	Due	Date	
	
Paper One Due: Sunday, April 17, 7.59 pm.  
 
*****Your paper should be submitted by email as word document (or you can share your paper with me 
through google docs).  
 
Wednesday, April 6: We will split into groups to discuss potential paper topics. As a class, we will generate a 
list. This list will be posted on the course website under assignments on Thursday, April 7.  
		
Formatting: 4-5 pages, times/helvetica font, MLA, spacing 1.5. Information about citing primary sources will 
be posted on the course website. Your paper must incorporate at least two primary and two secondary readings 
assigned since the last paper was due. The last paper was due March 13, so all readings assigned between 
March 14 and April 13 are fair game. If you would like help with ideas and/or organization, please come see me 
during office hours. Before you start this paper, please read my comments from your first paper carefully. 
 
This paper is a little shorter than the first paper. This is because you will be required to do some writing about 
your writing process for this paper. The writing process narrative will come in two parts.  
 
Due April 11, 11.59 pm: Review both peer feedback on your first paper and my comments. What are your 
strengths as a writer and what are your weaknesses? Review your drafts from the first paper. What revisions 
worked well and which ones did not? Why did some work and others fail? How do you plan to consider and 
incorporate feedback and the strengths/weaknesses you've identified in the next paper? Please email me your 
response to these questions as a word for or google doc. Your document should be 350-500 words. (10%) 
 
Due April 17, 7.59 pm: The final draft of your paper and short explanation of how the feedback from paper one 
shaped your current paper. Please include any problems (in terms of methodology, sources, format, 
organization) that you encountered. The writing narrative should be 350-500 words. (Final draft: 80%; final 
writing narrative: 10%.) 
 
Expectations: The expectations for this paper are the same the first paper, so what appears below should look 
familiar. However, unlike the first paper, the readings for which focused on Greece, half the readings for this 
paper concern Greece and half concern Rome. This means that the focus of your paper could be Greece, Rome, 
or a comparison between the two. Regardless of your choice, be sure to narrow your topic and consider your 
methodology.  
 
Here are some questions to consider: 
1) Do I want to focus on gender, sexuality, or both? 
2) Will the focus of my paper be a particular primary source, for example Euripides' Medea, or will my topic 
require that I engage with a variety of sources in order to answer a question. For example, if I were to answer 
the question "how did masculinity shape men's political actions and decisions?" Answering this question would 
require that I examine a variety of sources. If I were to focus primary on Euripides' Medea, I might ask myself 
how an ancient man or woman would respond to the play. In order to understand an ancient person's response, I 
would need to situate the text historically and culturally.  
3) Am I interested in the "reality" of being a man or woman, or am I interested in how people an individual's 
gender and sexuality? These categories are not mutually exclusive, and talking about the "reality" may, in fact, 
be impossible, since all of our sources are discursive. However, these sources offer valuable information about 
the performance of gender in the ancient world, i.e. the protocols of masculinity and femininity.  
4) What evidence does my source offer? When you engage a primary source, be very clear about how you are 
using it. What are the sources' limitations, and, given these limitations, what can they offer us in terms of 



evidence? We may think that a plays like Euripides' Bacchae or Aristophanes' Lysistrata are so divorced from 
reality that they offer the reader little about life in ancient Greece. But even a show like The Walking Dead, the 
apocalyptic landscape of which seems far from any conceivable reality, offers the viewer a commentary on 
gender, sexuality, and racism in America: No Clean Slate. Unshakable Race and Gender Politics in The Walking 
Dead. (See especially the final two paragraphs of the chapter.)  
5) Lastly, if you would like to write a comparative paper, please read this first: Apples and Oranges, Ravens and 
Writing Desks. How to Compare Stuff. 
  
 
Your	paper	must	include	the	following:	
1)	An	introduction.	
2)	A	clearly	stated	thesis.	
3)	A	well	thought	out	argument.	Your	argument	cannot	be	a	restatement	of	someone	else's	argument.	You	can	reference	an	
argument	someone	makes	that	offers	support	for	your	argument,	but	you	cannot	reargue	someone	else's	point.	
4)	References/quotes	from	our	class	readings	(if	you	argue	a	point	or	reference	an	argument	that	was	made	by	someone	in	our	
readings,	you	must	reference	that	reading).	You	must	reference/quote	at	least	two	primary	sources	and	two	secondary	
sources.	Your	use	of	these	sources	must	be	relevant	to	your	argument.	You	are	not	limited	to	two	primary	and	two	secondary	
sources.		
5)	Proper	citations	(please	use	MLA;	information	about	citing	primary	sources	can	be	found	under	course	materials).	
6)	A	conclusion:	Your	paper	must	have	a	compelling	conclusion	that	is	not	simply	a	summary	of	the	introduction	and/or	a	
summary	of	the	main	points.	How	has	your	analysis	led	you	to	revisit	opinions/conclusions	concerning	evidence/arguments	
from	the	ancient	world	or	issues	in	contemporary	society?	
7)	A	works	cited	page.	
	
How	to	construct/identify	your	argument	and	sustain	it:	
What is an argument? 
An argument is a position. 
A counterargument could reasonably be made for an argument. 
It cannot be made without providing evidence (i.e. the readings from class). 
While an argument often explains how you will prove your point (i.e. through a comparison between Roman and American spectacles 
of death and violence…), it also explains what that point is (i.e. what you have learned through the comparison). 
It is not a summary of someone else’s argument. 
Which of these is an argument?  
1) After examining the history of violence in entertainment, it is clear that we also enjoy a degree of violence in our entertainment.  
2) An analysis of how class structures and social norms were enforced through violence in Rome indicates that we, like the Romans, 
experience the punishment of criminals as a form of entertainment, which has the effect of stabilizing the social norms of our society 
through fear.  
3) Why would such an advanced and civilized society like Rome enjoy such violent spectacles? 
4) Roman spectacles of death, while entertaining, were essential for maintaining social order within Roman society.  
5) There is an interest in violence, even death, in all of us, no matter how far we have come from gladiatorial games. 

 
How to identify your argument: 
One way to identify an argument is to construct a problem (see #3). However, this is not enough. What have you learned by exploring 
this problem? Often you do not know what your argument is until the end, when you finally draw some conclusions after exploring the 
problem. This is the moment when you will need to take elements of your conclusion and make them your introduction. Then you will 
need to revise your paper so that it is clear how each point you make/paragraph you write contributes to your argument and flows with 
the logic of your paper. Then you can think again about how this argument is meaningful in your conclusion.  
 
 
How to sustain your argument: 
As you are writing, please keep in mind that writing a paper is like telling a story. There is a sequence. Each point builds from the 
previous one in a logical sequence. Writing--even writing the 'truth'--is about telling a story. Just because you have identified a thesis 
and provided evidence does not mean that you have constructed an argument; a thesis plus evidence does not necessarily equal an 
argument. You have to explain how each paragraph builds off the previous one and creates an argument for the case that you are 
making.  
 
You cannot assume that I or your reader will make the same connections that you do as you present the evidence. Therefore you must 
spend the time explaining how each quote, paragraph, and point contributes to the argument that you are making. Your conclusion 



should identify what you have learned from writing this paper. If you feel that you need to restate your thesis in order to tie together 
your paper, then there's a good chance that you've lost track of your thesis as you were writing, and that the paragraphs that comprise 
the body of your paper do not explain how the evidence contributes to your thesis. Your conclusions should identify what you have 
learned from your analysis, and why your analysis is important.  
	
	
General	outline	for	grades:	
	
****Please	keep	in	mind	that	this	outline	is	a	'general	outline'	and	cannot	take	into	account	all	grading	scenarios	that	one	may	
encounter.	
	
A:	This	paper	will	cover	points	1-7	listed	above,	be	well	written,	have	no	major	factual	or	grammatical	errors	and	possibly	
actually	teach	me	something	new.	
	
A-:	This	paper	does	all	of	these	things,	but	lacks	a	compelling	conclusion	(i.e.	does	not	revisit	opinions/conclusions	concerning	
evidence/arguments	from	the	ancient	world	or	issues	in	contemporary	society).	
	
B+:	This	paper	understands	the	major	concepts	and	cites	the	readings,	but	the	argument	is	not	clear,	and	it	lacks	a	compelling	
conclusion	(i.e.	does	not	revisit	opinions/conclusions	concerning	evidence/arguments	from	the	ancient	world	or	issues	in	
contemporary	society).	
	
B:	This	paper	understands	the	major	concepts,	but	is	perhaps	not	as	well	written	and	doesn’t	use	the	readings	sufficiently,	
and/or	does	not	contribute	any	new	insight	into	the	material.	
	
B-:	This	paper	fails	to	show	me	that	you	did	the	readings	or	has	a	level	of	writing	that	seriously	detracts	from	what	you	are	
saying.	
	
Anything	lower	than	a	B-	indicates	that	I	am	concerned	that	you	either	did	not	understand	the	readings	or	failed	to	do	them.	If	
you	receive	a	grade	lower	than	a	B-,	please	make	time	to	come	see	me	during	office	hours	so	you	can	figure	out	how	to	
improve	your	grade	on	the	next	paper.	
	 	



	


