
etic /’etik/ adj [phonetic] (1954): of, relating to or having linguistic or behavioral 
characteristics considered without regard to their structural significance - 
compare EMIC 

etiology /ētēˈäləjē/ n, pl –gies [ML aetiologia statement of causes, fr. Gk aitologia, 
fr. aitia cause] 1. The cause, set of causes, or manner of causation of a disease 
or condition. 2. The causation of diseases and disorders as a subject of 
investigation. 

etiquette /ˈetikit/ n [F etiquette, lit., ticket] The customary code of polite behavior 
in society or among members of a particular profession or group. 

Eton jacket n (1881) a short black jacket with long sleeves, wide lapels, and an 
open front 

the secret lives of 
words 
/ˌetəˈmäləjē/ n 
[ME ethimologie, fr. L. etymologia, fr. Gk, fr. etymon + -logia]  
1. The study of the origin of words and the way in which their 
meanings have changed throughout history.  
2. The origin of a word and the historical development of its 
meaning.  
3. LNGT 130, spring 2014  

eucalyptus /ˌyo ͞okəˈliptəs/ n, pl –ti [NL, genus name, fr. eu- + Gk. kalyptos covered, 
fr. kalyptein to conceal] (1801) : A fast-growing evergreen Australasian tree 
that has been widely introduced elsewhere.  

eudaemonism /yo ͞oˈdēməˌnizəm/ n  [Gk. eudaimonia happiness] A system of ethics 
that bases moral value on the likelihood that actions will produce happiness. 

eugenics /yo ͞oˈjeniks/ n (1883) The science of improving a human population by 
controlled breeding to increase the occurrence of desirable heritable 
characteristics 

eulogy /ˈyo ͞oləjē/ n [LL. eulogia ] (1585-95) A speech or piece of writing that 
praises someone or something highly, typically someone who has just died. 

eunuch /ˈyo ͞onək/ n [ME eunuk, fr. L. eunchus, fr. Gr. eunoukhos : eun, bed + -
okhos, keeping (from ekhein, to keep; see segh- in Indo-European roots) 1. A 
castrated man employed as a harem attendant or as a functionary in certain 
Asian courts. 2. A man or boy whose testes are nonfunctioning or have been 
removed. 3. Informal An ineffectual, powerless, or unmasculine man. 

eupeptic /yo ͞oˈpeptik/ adj. [fr. Gr. eupeptos : eu- + peptein, to digest] Of or having 
good digestion or a consequent air of healthy good spirits. 

euphemism /ˈyo ͞ofəˌmizəm/ n [fr. Gk. euphemismos use of a favorable word in place 
of an inauspicious one] A mild or indirect word or expression for one too harsh 
or blunt when referring to something unpleasant or embarrassing. 

euphoria /yo ͞oˈfôrēə/n. [medical L, fr. Gk. euphoria power of enduring easily] A 
feeling or state of intense excitement and happiness. 

eureka /yo ͝oˈrēkə/ exc. [fr. Gk. heureka I have found {it}] A cry of joy or 
satisfaction when one finds or discovers something. 

eurythmics /yəˈriT ͟Hmiks/ n. [fr. Gk. eurythmia rhythmical order, fr. eurythmos 
rhythmical, fr. eu well + rhythmos rhythm] A system of rhythmical physical 
movements to music used to teach musical understanding or for therapeutic 
purposes. 

euthanasia /ˌyo ͞oTHəˈnāZHə/ n [fr. Gk. euthanasia an easy or happy death, fr. eu- 
good + thanatos death] The painless killing of a patient suffering from an 
incurable and painful disease or in an irreversible coma. The practice is illegal 
in most countries 

evaluate /iˈvalyo ͞oˌāt/ vt at-ed; at-ing [back-formation from evaluation[ (1842) 1. 
Form an idea of the amount, number, or value of; assess. 2. Find a numerical 
expression or equivalent for (an equation, formula, or function). 

In this course students will learn to use the Oxford English Dictionary 
to trace the origins of English words from their Proto-Indo-European 
roots to their modern English meanings, examining, in the process, how 
cultural demands, conflict, gender, and the historical movements of 
peoples affect, and are affected by, words. In addition we will explore 
the politics of lexicography. Students will learn to identify the Greek 
and Latin roots, prefixes, and suffixes of English words, and will be 
introduced to common shifts in word formation as words are absorbed 
into English from other languages. 

teacher 
Jessica Evans (penny) 
Munroe 307 
office hours:  
T 11-12/ R 1-2 
 
 

texts 
English Etymology by Bailly, Ambrose, Schlunk, and Gilleland in 
two volumes: 

• EEL = English Etymology: Latin 
• EEG = English Etymology: Greek 
• OGE = Durkin, Philip.The Oxford Guide to Etymology. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 2009. 
• WIT = Hughes, Geoffrey. Words in Time. A Social History 

of the English Language. New York: Basil Blackwell Inc., 
1988. 

• Malkiel, Yakov. Etymology. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1993.  

• Ayto, John. Movers and Shakers. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1999.  

 attendance 
Class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9.30-10.45, 
Munroe 404. 



 
 

work 
Procedure:  
Prepare the exercises for each day and be ready to be called on for answers. Do the reading for 
the week if there is any. 
 
Quizzes: Weekly on Tuesdays. Quizzes will include only material covered in class up to that point, 
not material due that day. Unless otherwise noted, quizzes are on the material in the tables before 
the exercises in each lesson.  
 
Thursday Etymology: This is your opportunity to research a word that interests you. Hand in 
every day of class when there is NOT a quiz or project due a piece of paper with an etymology you 
find interesting. You may not simply copy and paste the etymology of the word from the OED. You 
must explain in complete sentences how the word comes into English. To get full credit, simply do 
this in the right spirit. Only one per person per class session, and no one may turn in someone 
else's. Comments from students who are absent will not be accepted. I will post one or two of the 
most interesting finds on the course website each week. You may miss on comment.  
 
Group Project Presentations: March 20. This will be your opportunity to apply what you’ve 
learned to words/sets of words that interest you.  
 
Paper: Your final assessment for this course will be a paper.  
 
Course website: All readings for this class will be posted on the course website: go/etymology 
 
Computers: Bring them if you have them. We will be using an online version of the OED. I will let 
you know when you can use them.  
 
Bad 
Etymology:  Origin uncertain. Perhaps related to Old English bæddel hermaphrodite, effeminate 
or homosexual man (quantity of stem vowel uncertain: see badling n.1): it has been suggested that 
bad adj. could perhaps show the reflex of bæddel , with loss of -l as also in much adj. and wench 
n., although the phonetic environment differs significantly; with the semantic development perhaps 
compare more general use of badling n.1 (a derivative of bæddel ) as a term of abuse or contempt, 
although this is poorly attested; with the assumed development of adjectival use compare wretch 
adj., arming n.1 
 
Hysteric 
Etymology:  < Latin hystericus, < Greek ὑστερικός belonging to the womb, suffering in the 
womb, hysterical ( < ὑστέρα womb), especially in ὑστερικὴ πνίξ , ὑστερικὰ πάθη , hysterica 
passio (see infra, 1). For the application of the word, see note to hysteria n. 1. Compare French 
hystérique (recorded 1568). 

Final grades will be determined in 
the following way: 
 
Tuesday Quizzes  30% 
Project    30% 
Paper    30% 
Thursday Etymology  10% 



 

 

Week One 
Feb 11: Introduction 
Feb 13: EEG 1 
OGE chapter 1 
 
 

Week Two 
Feb 18: Quiz 1 
WIT chapter 1 
OGE chapter 2 
 
Feb 20: EEG 2, 3 
OGE chapter 3 

Week Three 
Feb 25: EEG 4, 5 
Feb 27: EEG 6 
OGE chapter 4 

Week Four 
March 4: EEG 7 (take 
home quiz) 
March 6: EEG 8, 9 
OGE chapter 5/6 

Week Five 
March 11: EEG 10, 11 
March 13: EEG 12, 13 
OGE chapter 7 Week Six 

March 18: EEG 14,15 
March 20: Project Presentations   

Week Seven       Spring Break 

Week Eight 
April 1: EEL 1 
OGE chapter 8 
April 3: EEL 2, 3 
OGE chapter 9 

Week Nine 
April 8: EEL 4 
April 10: EEL 5, 6 
WIT chapter 2 (conquest) 

Week Ten 
April 15: EEL 7 
WIT chapter 3/6 (capitalism) 
April 17: EEL 8, 9 
WIT chapter 3 (printing, 
reformation, renaissance) 

Week Eleven 
April 22: EEL 10 
WIT chapter 5 (journalism) 
April 24: EEL 11 
WIT chapter 7 (democracy) 

Week Twelve 
April 29: EEL 12/13 
WIT chapter 8 (ideology and 
propaganda) 
May 1: EEL 14 
WIT chapter 9 (verbicide and 
semantic engineering) 

Week Thirteen 
May 6: EEL 15/16 
Ayto TBD/slang 
May 8: EEL 17 
Ayto TBD/slang 

Final:  
Paper 


