
SENV 3304A: Environmental Video Production

In this course students will gain hands-on experience in video production and create short video works 
that can draw on other aspects of the School of the Environment curriculum. Video can be a powerful tool 
for research and creative expression, and has the potential to deeply enhance how we perceive and 
understand the environment. The course will explore aesthetic and philosophical approaches to video 
production, and creative techniques for communicating information and producing artistic works. The aim 
of this course is to develop skills and perspectives that demonstrate how video can provoke profound 
discourses on issues and ideas. Credit: 1 Unit (3 semester-hours).

Instructor: Joan Grossman
Independent media artist, producer, and scholar
Pinball Films, Brooklyn, New York
joang@middlebury.edu
646 641 9836

Where:  MBH 303;  Tuesday 9-11am;  Thursday 1-5pm

Course Structure
The camera is a powerful tool for seeing the world from unique points of view – for both filmmakers and 
audiences. Working with small, portable cameras and audio recorders, students will create short video 
projects that explore issues, ideas and creative perspectives on the environment.  This course is a 
practicum and students will be producing video projects in and outside of class. You will be expected to 
gain fundamental skills in video recording and editing, and make finished works that express ideas 
through creative techniques in non-fiction and experimental forms. Class time will consist of 
demonstrations, discussions, screenings and practical exercises and projects. We will be workshopping 
your projects throughout the course.

We are using very small and lightweight equipment that is highly portable, and you are encouraged to 
take equipment on field trips, and your own excursions, and develop projects that tie into work you are 
doing in other classes.  You may also develop projects that are independent of your other coursework.

Although we will spend time in class on your projects, be prepared to spend considerable time outside of 
class on the production and editing of your videos.  I will be available to help you outside of class time as 
needed.
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Learning Goals

1. Proficiency and comfort with capturing video and audio recordings.
2. An ability to conceive of and execute ideas through video that can express something compelling 

about the environment.
3. An ability to work both collaboratively and as individual makers.
4. A developed sense of the creative potential of video to communicate and have impact on how 

people perceive and understand the environment.

Resources
This is not a reading heavy course, but I will post readings occasionally on Moodle.  I will also post links 
to other resources that may be useful for our class.

The Wilson Media Lab has video work stations and tutors that can help you with editing software on a 
walk-in basis.

http://mediawiki.middlebury.edu/wiki/LIS/Media_Services#Wilson_Media_Lab

The library has additional video and audio equipment available for one-day loans.

http://mediawiki.middlebury.edu/wiki/LIS/Equipment_Borrowing#Laptops

Requirements
Complete a series of exercises and short projects as assigned.
Keep a journal of ideas and observations.
Complete a final project.
Participate in class and gain skills in critiquing video productions for both content and technical 
proficiency.

Class Schedule (subject to change)
Because this class is structured as a hands-on workshop, the pacing of the course will develop in tandem 
with the work that you do. The schedule here indicates benchmarks and deadlines. I will adapt the class as 
necessary to best suit the projects you choose to pursue. Our schedule may be affected by weather as well, 
since we will be exploring the local environment and taking excursions during class when possible.

Week 1:  Intros to each other and the course; review of equipment; principles of video production.
Exercise 1:  1 min. CINE-POEM  (in-camera edit):  Due end of class, Thursday
Journal 1:  Project ideas, self-critique and observations

Week 2:  Video editing & Audio recording
Exercise 2:  1-2 min. SOUNDSCAPE.  Project 1: Local Portrait (2-3 min.):  Due Mon. July 6
Journal 2:  Project ideas, self-critique and observations

Week 3:  Screen projects and critique;  Thursday boat excursion with Pollution class.
Project 2:  Documenting the Boat Excursion:  Due Thurs. July 16
Journal 3:  Project ideas, self-critique and observations
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Week 4:  Develop treatments for Final Project; Screen & critique Boat project.  
Journal 4: Project ideas, self-critique and observations
Exercise 3:  Interview: Due 

Week 5:  Project workshop.  We will use class time to work on your Final Projects.
Due in class:  raw footage and rough cuts for review
Journal 5: Project ideas, self-critique and observations

Week 6:  Final Projects Due Thurs. July 30 
Journal 6: Self-critique and class assessment

Grading
Participation 20%
Exercises & Journal 20%
Project 1 15%
Project 2 20%
Final Project 25%

Everyone is expected to contribute to discussions and critiques with thoughtful and respectful comments.  
Projects 1 & 2 will be made in pairs.  The final project can be either with a partner or as an individual.

We will discuss journal entries.  The purpose of the journal is to develop your thinking, observation skills 
and ideas.  I'd like you to use the journals to write, sketch, jot down notes, and generally support your 
work in the class.

Grading scale:
A 90-100%
B 80-89%
C 70-79%
D 60-69%
F Below 60%

Mentoring
I would like everyone to enjoy the class and succeed with their work.  I will be available outside of class 
to help you.  Please don't hesitate to reach out for advice, mentoring, or help of any kind. The nature of 
this program is to be rigorous and immersive. Classes are small in order to provide quality time between 
faculty and students.
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