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Dr. Grace Spatafora and the Molecular Microbial Ecologist Search Committee 
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McCardell Bicentennial Hall, 276 Bicentennial Way, Middlebury, VT, 05753  

 

Dear Dr. Spatafora and Members of the Molecular Microbial Ecologist Search Committee, 

I am very excited to submit my application for the Molecular Microbial Ecologist tenure-track 

faculty position in the Department of Biology at Middlebury College. I earned my PhD at Cornell 

University in the Department of Microbiology in 2015. Currently I am a Visiting Assistant Professor of 

Biology at St. Lawrence University. Strengths I bring to this position include my enthusiasm and aptitude 

for teaching, a strong record of academic research in molecular microbial ecology, and my excitement for 

science outreach and service.  

I have a breadth of teaching experience, including as a teaching assistant and lead instructor for 

discussion and lab sections in General Microbiology at Cornell University. I also served as a TA for the 

world-renowned Microbial Diversity course at Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole. During this 

research-intensive course I instructed graduate students, post-doctoral researchers, and professors in 

cutting-edge microbial ecological research projects. My recent teaching endeavors at Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute, Sage College of Albany, and St. Lawrence University, have given me the opportunity 

to develop and implement new active learning activities, and assessment methods. I am excited about the 

opportunity to work in an environment that values and believes in high-quality undergraduate teaching and 

mentorship, with ample opportunities to involve students in research.  

Broadly, my research background encompasses bacterial and viral ecology, and biogeochemistry, 

employing molecular biological tools to understand community level processes. The opportunity to join the 

faculty of Middlebury’s Department of Biology is extremely enticing. In particular, I’m drawn to the strong 

commitment to liberal arts education, and the potential to work across disciplines with faculty and students. 

I anticipate forming collaborations with colleagues across the College in Environmental Science, Geology, 

and Computer Science. 

Enclosed with my application you will find my curriculum vita, three letters of reference which 

speak to my teaching and research, two additional letters of references that address teaching, my statements 

of teaching and research interests, and two samples of scholarly work. I believe my innovative teaching 

practices and expertise in molecular microbial ecology will complement the existing offerings of 

Middlebury’s Department of Biology. With my background I can provide engaging and effective lab and 

field-based experiences for a diverse group of students, within the College and the greater Middlebury area, 

both in my classes and in my research laboratory. Please let me know if I can answer any questions, and 

thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Erin M Eggleston, PhD 


