The ghetto.

Define:  

1) ghetto poverty census tract: 40 % or more are poor (WILSON)

2) set of nbrhoods that are exclusively inhabited by one group, within which virtually all members of that group live (D&M)  hence, only blacks have been ghettoized in America

3) ghetto is both poverty and has racial undertones (Wac)

a. the forcible relegation

b. of negatively typed population

c. to a reserved territory

d. in which the pop develops under duress parallel institutions

e. which are inferior to originals

f. while maintaining those who rely on them in state of structural dependency

Creation of the ghetto (D&M)

- ghetto did not always exist. 

-segregation did not begin until after 1900 – before that relative racial integration and (in the north) relative openness of race relations. – but in north, populations were small

-any housing segregation was only reflection of employment discrimination

-segregation lower in south (b/c of different housing patterns), but relations are poor (jim crow laws make segregation less needed)

what prompted creation of ghetto?

-industrialization (created affluence, infrastructure, differentiation of space, etc)

-urban migration of blacks (threat to workers, affront to upper classes)

but what is the “problem” to be solved?

- middle class fear cultural traits, working class fear economic competition

-reaction:  white perspective shifts, relations close


increase in violence – first communal riots, then targeted attacks


perceptions shift – whites believe all blacks belong in blk nbrhoods

how are “immigrant enclaves” different?

1) never homogeneous

2) most ethnics did not live in enclaves

3) temporary

what are the implications of this distinction? What are the dangers of lumping?

WHY DID THE CHICAGO SCHOOL MISS THIS? WHY RACE MORE IMPORTANT THAN CULTURE, LANGUAGE, ETC.  I.E. WHY ONLY BLACKS?  THAT IS d&m DO NOT ANSWER WHY THIS DIFFERENCE EXISTS…

ghettos maintained through:

+ violence


race riots – prompt people to “know their place”


then targeted attacks against those who “cross the line” – but violence is inefficient, so they move to new methods

+ neighborhood improvement alliances (covenants – keep blacks out “legally”)

+ economic interests (money to be made by competition/limited options) – that is, there were economic reasons for keeping the population contained, as well as slowly expanding.


blockbusting to grow the ghetto – it worked by turning neighborhoods by introducing a small number of blacks, who would precipitate white flight


this also the key to the development of a new elite within the African-american community – one with economic and political interests in maintaining relative exclusion rather than integration. 

in south, jim crow replaced need for ghettos…

1940-1970

- more in migration of blacks – but slowed housing production means increasing density and isolation

- gov’t supports maintenance


redlining


supported suburbanization (white flight – leads to expansion of the ghetto, but always expansion with exclusion – integration even less common – this would also lead to not increased ghettoization, but also increased immiseration)


urban renewal (“negro removal” – actually just shifted boundaries of the ghetto, pushing it away from “better” neighborhoods in the direction of more working-class areas – also tended to further concentrate the population in public housing)

----the unintended consequences of good intentions or something else?

what were the causes and effects of the riots?

- the south had the civil rights mvmt against jim crow, but there was, at first, no corresponding movement against the ghetto – that came later, but these riots were an expression of frustration, one that did prompt change. Whether for the better or not remains an open question. 

Changes in the ghetto (Wils) (from institutional to jobless)

· the modern ghetto differs from its historical forbearers in several significant ways

· increased poverty

· increased size/decreased density

· ***higher levels of joblessness – employment rate 33%

· loss of social organization

· increased crime (no job to mark beginning of “adulthood”)

· less class integration – shifting significance of race?

· WHY IS WORK SO IMPORTANT? OTHER OPTIONS?

· Low employment linked with low organization 

· That is, this is about joblessness, not poverty

Problems with ghetto research (Wac)

1) DEFINITIONS

a. The idea has been diluted – treating as just concentrated poverty – robs the term of its historical meaning and its sociological import

b. They are not ghettos b/c they are poor, they are poor b/c they are ghettos.

2) Disorganization

a. Seen from the perspective of “normal” middle-class “white” standards. 

b. In fact, it is an alternative form of organization, one adapted to the structural conditions of the ghetto – has its own local social rationality

c. This is a morally loaded term

3) Exoticism

a. Related to the above

b. Exotic becomes the absolute other

c. Ghetto becomes marker for larger black community

d. To assert that the ghetto is a “meaningful, reasonable, and normal” social world is not to romanticize or glorify it

Implications of how we study the ghetto?

WHO CAN STUDY THE GHETTO?  WHY?

NEW GHETTO IMAGE?

DOES RACE STILL MATTER THE WAY IT ONCE DID?

MUST ALL GHETTOS BE NEGATIVE?  MUST FULL INTEGRATION ALWAYS BE THE GOAL?

