The city and its abnormal growth?

For today, we are primarily interested in these texts as founding moments in urban sociology (often known as the Chicago school). In that respect, we are as interested in the questions they offer as the answers they provide.

Park: The City

· “as the whole city is a grown. It is the undersigned product of the labors of successive generations of men” (578)

· the city has both a physical and moral organization, and they mutually interact to mold and modify each other

· city organization can never be fully designed or controlled

· each area is inevitable stained with the qualities of its population – converts geographical expression into a neighborhood

· nhbrhd exists without formal organization

· nhbrhd sits in space of tension – too fluid and open, then it is at risk of being destabilized, too closed and isolated, it could suffer as well

· goal of city improvements – creating new neighborhoods (suburbs) or elevating moral tone of existing ones

· city neighborhoods can not carry same power, as people occupy several social worlds at once

· market/industrial organization makes city “freer”

· every vocation tends to assume character of profession

· increased interdependence and increased lack of knowledge of others

· social control become more important

· primary relations replaced by secondary relations – the moral order that rested upon such relations dissolves – largely responsible for increase in vice/crime

· effect of urban environment intensifies all crises

· “under the conditions imposed by city life, in which individuals and groups of individuals, widely removed in sympathy and understanding, live together under conditions of interdependence, if not of intimacy, the conditions of social control are greatly altered and the difficulties increased” (597)

· control formerly resting on mores must be replaced by control based on positive law.

· Politics: old styles of gov’t don’t work in the city – too complicated and too anonymous. Does this make the city anti-democratic or too democratic? Both?

· To fill the void, we find political machines (based on primary relations) and good gov’t organizations (secondary relations)

· Advertising and social control. Publicity more important in the city, b/c “fashion tends to take the place of custom, and public opinion rather than the mores becomes the dominant force in social control” – it is easier to sway public opinion than to change mores.

· Newspapers fill the role of village gossip for spreading news, but not for social control. News must maintain reservations.

· It is possible for individuals to pass easily between widely different milieus – which creates instability as well as makes it more likely for the individual to find a stable place ze feels at home. Paradox?

· “in a small community, it is the normal man, the man without eccentricity or genius, who seems most likely to succeed. The small community often tolerates eccentricity. The city, on the contrary, rewards it. Neither the criminal, the defective, nor the genius has the same opportunity to develop his innate disposition in a small town, that he invariably finds in the big city” (608-9)

· city is a patchwork of different (and sometimes overlapping) moral regions – not always place of abode, but also of resort

· “a great city tends to spread out and lay bare to the public view in a massive manner all the characters and traits which are ordinarily obscured and suppressed in small communities. The city, in short, shows the good and evil in human nature in excess. It is this fact, perhaps, more than any other which justifies the view that would make of the city as a laboratory or clinic in which human nature and social processes must be most conveniently and profitably studied.” (612)

BURGESS, “the growth of the city”

· outstanding fact of modern society is the growth of great cities

· increasing density leads to corresponding tendency to overflow and to extend into new areas

expansion as physical growth

· cities are getting bigger – a defining feature of the modern world

· process of expansion

· chart:

· loop 1

· zone of transition (zone of deterioration)

· zone of worker’s homes

· residential zone

· commuters zone

· expansion leads to succession: tendency of each inner zone to extend its area by the invasion of the next outer zone.

· Naturally, this is complicated by the physical landscape, boundaries, etc.

· Centralized decentralization

· Clumping of “public” functions in central space, leads to diversification outside

· Expansion requires intense co-operation, but on lacking any “spirit of cooperation”

Social organization and disorganization as processes of metabolism

· How are individuals incorporated into the life of the city?

· Growth and change can lead to abnormalities and disorganization

· Bad? Not necessarily, b/c it can lead to reorganization and more efficient adjustment (i.e. a functionalist take)

· Expansion of the city sifts and sorts individuals (like a machine/organism)

· Area of deterioration is also area of regeneration 

· Differentiation gives form and character to the city – segregation offers the group and the individuals a place within the city

· Moderate degree of disorganization facilitates social organization 

· Movement vs. mobility. Movement can be fixed, while mobility is about change

· Mobility can increase dislocation and vice/crime/deviance

· Mobility = “pulse of community”

