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Reading #5:

Royal authority only comes about through group feeling and solidarity.  Royal authority is a pleasure to 
hold; thus, wars are fought over it by competing groups.  Most subjects do not remember that they belong 
to a group.  They have learned to submit to a rule that no longer requires group solidarity to sustain it.  
Example of Spain.  

When a dynasty is established, it can dispense with the need for group solidarity.  At first, a foreign 
dynasty compels subjugation by force.  Through time, leadership becomes vested in the dynasty and no 
one questions it anymore and submission becomes an article of faith.  People will defend the dynasty as 
though they were defending their own religion.  Example: the Imamate.

Reading #6:

Dynasties of wide power and royal authority have their origin in religion.  Religious virtue leads to 
greater social cohesion, which enables mutual cooperation and support; the state widens and the dynasty 
flourishes.

Religious propaganda gives a dynasty a power in addition to that of group solidarity.  Religion suppresses 
jealousy, allows for greater cooperation.  A worldly (non-religious) dynasty is less powerful than a 
religious one, even if they outnumber the latter.  Example: Muslims at al-Qādisiyya & Yarmūk.

Reading #7:

Dynasties have a natural life span like individuals.  Average life span; differences amongst individuals a 
function of planetary conjunctions.  Same for dynasties (discrepancies in length according to planetary 
conjunctions).  No dynasty last more than three generations (= 40 years).  40-year generation squares with 
40-year sojourn of Israelites in the desert.  

First generation of dynasty brave, rapacious desert warriors.  Second generation adopts sedentary culture.  
Subject peoples grow used to abasement; dream of return to prior dignity or pretend it still exists.  Third 
generation estranged from memory of desert life; no group feeling, dominated by force.  Subjects 
dependent on dynasty; weak and incapable of defending selves.  The ruler takes on clients & followers for 
defense.  

By fourth generation, ancestral prestige destroyed.  No one in lineage capable of seizing control.  Length 
of three generations = 120 years, give or take a few.  The span of a dynasty is equivalent to the span of 
human life: growth, maturity, and senility.   This figure enables us to calculate how many ancestors 
(generations) over a period of time. One may also calculate the number of years, if the number of 
ancestors is known.     


