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I see teaching as an invitation to start a conversation about economics. My goal is to help 
students discover why this conversation is relevant and give them the confidence to 
participate in it. The majority of my students will not become scholars of the discipline. I 
will have fulfilled my responsibilities as a teacher if I can help each student acquire a 
critical perception of the social environment that embeds us and the ability to articulate 
that perception.  
 

I believe my objective is best realized in an environment of participatory instruction 
In my opinion, communicating the relevance of what is being taught is the first step 
towards creating such an environment. I have found that relating economic theory to 
current and historical experience is invaluable in convincing a student about the relevance 
of the instruction. In particular, the use of print and visual media that document economic 
phenomena or illustrate the influence of economic factors in shaping current and historic 
events has proved to be of great help, both in motivating a particular economic idea and 
in testing the extent to which students have internalized it. In my experience, it gives the 
student greater motivation to acquire the tools of formalization and greater command 
over them, if the teacher is able to demonstrate how they allow us to answer questions 
that have direct consequences for each of us. In fact, using the experience of societies 
separated in space and time to emphasize the universality of economic principles helps to 
establish a connection among the culturally diverse student population in the class, and 
contributes to creating an environment of shared learning. 
 

In addition to helping students appreciate the relevance of the instruction, the teacher 
needs to give them the confidence to participate. I believe a student acquires the 
confidence to engage if he or she has an adequate command of the material. Regular 
assignments that focus on both conceptual and formal aspects of economics create the 
incentive for sustained effort. Equally important, they inform students about their own 
progress in the course. I have always encouraged students to collaborate on the 
assignments. I believe this makes a student feel part of a process of shared learning, 
rather than one braving the perils of a new discipline alone. Besides, can any of us really 
deny that students gain as much or more from the exchange of ideas between themselves 
as they do from our lectures?  

 
I believe it is vital that the teacher responds to learning needs as they arise, rather than 

wait for the next scheduled office hour. This ensures that a student does not lag too far 
behind at any point in the course. I believe the use of educational technology is of great 
help in this regard. Virtual office hours over and above scheduled meetings, when a 
student can email a query and the instructor responds immediately, provide a mechanism 
for urgent intervention. Of equal help is a web discussion board for the class, where 
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students can discuss their concerns with the teacher and more importantly, with other 
students. Such a platform helps to increase the level of student engagement, especially in 
a large class where a student is limited in the extent of individual interaction with the 
teacher. Further, it ensures that academic interaction does not stay limited to the 
classroom.  
 

I would like to end this statement with a student evaluation I received in my first 
semester at Middlebury: “This course not only taught me a great deal about game theory, 
but also encouraged critical thinking and curiosity on my part in a variety of social and 
political issues.” I regard this as the most inspiring judgment I have ever received on my 
teaching. For this one student at least, I was able to fulfill what I believe is a key 
objective of teaching economics: I was able to introduce him or her to a way of looking at 
the world around us and stimulate the curiosity to actually take a look.  
 


